ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
FRIDAY 8th MAY 2009 at 8.00 pm
LANCASTER HALL, SEND

MINUTES

1. Welcome and Introductions 
The Vice-Chairman of Send Parish Council, Mrs. Janet Manktelow welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced each of the Councillors, Cllr. M. Bruton, Cllr. Mark Clover, 
Cllr. Ted Goldup, Cllr. Namita Oades, Cllr. Carol Roche, Cllr. Howard Turner and the Clerk, Mrs. Debbie Hurdle.
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. John Aldridge and Cllr. Jill Harris
2.   Approval of Minutes 9th May 2009
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 9th May 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

3. Chairman’s Report on 2008 – 2009    

The Vice-Chairman gave the following report:    
This year has been one of transition. Debbie has completed her first year as Parish Clerk and has dragged us all kicking and screaming into the legal 21st century. Debbie with help from Farnham Town Council colleagues, Roland Potter and his Clerk Wendy has reviewed all our procedures and corrected them where necessary. She is now standing on her own two feet and coping very well.

We are as always very grateful to our two Borough Councillors, Keith Taylor and Terry Patrick and also to David Davis who is our County Councillor. All three of these gentlemen work hard on our behalf and we thank them.

Our Chairman, Marion Williams, was instrumental with John Aldridge and Ted Goldup in re-hashing the Parish Council workings and paperwork after Jill Spiral’s death. Together with the other Councillors these tireless people sorted, refiled and sometimes shredded documents, painted and renovated what is now the new Parish room here in the Lancaster Hall. Much of the re-decoration of the room and surroundings was undertaken by Vincent Broomer.

We were very disappointed when Vincent decided that, due to his new career with the Prison Service, he would have to retire from the council. We thank him for all his hard work on Christmas lights, painting and decorating the office and for his wise counsel and general friendship. Vincent, along with Mark Clover, undertook these various duties with no complaint and for their hard work we are all grateful. We were again very grateful to the Rotary Club for a further donation to Christmas lights.

Our Chairman, Marion Williams, made a life changing decision to go and live near her brother in Norfolk and sold up very quickly and moved in December to her new home. In her moving, I lost a very good friend in the village. Furthermore, the village also lost both a good friend and a strong supporter.

On the plus side we have acquired new members to the council, in the form of Mrs. Namita Oades, Mrs. Margaret Bruton and Mr. Howard Turner, who bring their own special qualities and skills to the Council.

Various work parties have been formed and gone about their duties. We have had a group looking at the re-furbishment of the centre of the village. Jill Harris, John Aldridge and Mark Clover have all worked hard in setting up plans for improvements to the Recreation Ground and the parade of shops. 

We have at last been able to erect two benches in memory of our previous Clerk, Jill Spiral. One bench is on Jill’s favourite dog walk overlooking the sailing lakes and the other is on the Recreation Ground, which is again an area where Jill spent a lot of time. I thank Ted Goldup and John Aldridge especially for their work on this, along with Debbie and Brian Weller.

We have been assisted this year by Linda Parker-Picken, who set up the BEST Week. During this week litter was collected and shrubs were planted in the village. Unfortunately within a week of the shrubs being planted some of our active young people had pulled some of them up, but we won’t let them win and they will be replaced.

We have again been pleased to see two villagers presented with awards from the Mayor of Guildford for service to the community. They are our own John Aldridge and Mrs. Jean Turner, a lady who serves the church, the Parish Council, both schools and the village in general. We congratulate them both.

Namita Oades and Carol Roche have taken over the representation of the village on Send and Ripley Matters. Carol and Jill Harris have helped to update the village website and the changes that have been made should in time make it more user friendly.

As well as her duties to the Anne Haines Trust, Margaret Bruton has just taken on membership of the Planning Committee. We look forward to working with her to keep an eye on developments in the village, to ensure the character of the village is retained.

The allotment holders have formed their own working group and taken on many of the responsibilities of the running of the allotments.  They have many people who have already put lots of hard work into up keeping the grounds.

The Parish Council try very hard to ensure the efficient running of the village and to represent your interests at Borough and County level.
The Vice-Chair then invited the Clerk to give a further report on the activities of the Parish Council in 2008 – 2009. 
Clerk’s report
I am reporting today, in more detail, the activities of the past year of the Parish Council. Despite all the difficulties and changes, it has been a very active and productive year for the Council.

A lot of hard work and attendance at meetings has gone into supporting various issues that the Parish Council felt affected Send village and its future and the residents that live in the parish.

For example:

1) An application by the Royal Surrey County Hospital for Foundation Trust Status – the Parish Council carefully looked at the details of the application and responded to the consultation bearing in mind many Send residents use the Royal Surrey. The Council supported the application and one of the residents of Send, Mr. John Creasey applied to become a Member of the Foundation Trust and would therefore be in a postion to feedback developments to the Council.

2) The South East Plan consultation – a public meeting was held and speakers from the Campaign to protect Rural England and the Guildford Residents Association helped with suggestions to respond. It was felt important that the village was protected against further development and building on the Green Belt and to prevent the merging of our village into neighbouring towns. With a good number of Send residents as well as the Parish Council sending in responses it was felt that we had endeavoured to make our voice heard.  

3) Ripley School Expansion – there were a number of meetings held regarding the expansion of Ripley First School into an all-through Primary school. Several Councillors attended the meetings and it was agreed to support St Bedes Junior school who would be greatly affected by this expansion (the children from Ripley mostly moved on to St Bedes when changing to Junior school). Ripley achieved the status they had applied for but again our voice had been heard, links between Council and Community were strengthened and  St Bedes were grateful for our support.

A budget for 2009/10 was approved in December 2008 which would not only maintain all existing services at their present level but would allow for improvements to the village in a planned programme. By prudent planning, careful budgeting and expert advice from one of our Councillors who is experienced in finance, the Council were able to reduce the Precept to £45,000 which was an 18% reduction in the charge for parish services within the Council tax bill of the average household in Send. As part of the financial plan, the Council are hoping to pursue a number of projects starting this year including helping to repair the roof on the Lancaster Hall, clearing the undergrowth on the land next to Bush Lane and proceed with the refurbishment of the Recreation Ground and Parade area.  

A number of ideas have not taken off, others have taken a long time to reach completion. For example after a least 2 years of negociation, we have finally had installed a new bus shelter at Mays Corner!

We are hoping that the new Rural Community Support Warden, Bruce Paterson will prove to be a great asset to the village. The Police have been working hard to reduce vandalism and other anti-social behaviour and Bruce plans to work with the leaders of the Youth club to start an initiative to get to know the young people of Send and come alongside them. He has success in other parishes with a boxing club, a car mechanics course and a pizza evening. Watch this space!

The Police worked with the Parish Council to set up a litter poster competition in the schools to get the children to be aware of litter being thrown down around the village. This was the result of Litter being the main issue at one of the quarterly Panel meetings held by the Police in Send.

The Council endeavours to serve the village by responding to every problem or issue brought to its attention by villagers. Every Highway problem is reported immediately to SCC and when street lights are out, we have a rapid response team who comes out within a day or two to attend the light. We have been commended for this service.

Cllr. T. Goldup continues to save the village money by attending any essential repairs that need carrying out.

There is a good liaison between Borough and Parish now and a 6 monthly meeting held where any issues can be brought up.

There is a constant reference to the 2006 Parish Plan consultation and the Parish Council are always endeavouring to achieve what the residents want for their village.

There have been good relationships built up with all the Send organisations which was evident during Brighten Send and Tidy Up week in March when everyone played their part in helping. There appears to be a good community spirit and although there is a steady stream of visitors to the Parish Office, there seem to be fewer complaints and more inquiries than when the Parish Clerk first started which is encouraging.

All Councillors should be commended for all their hard work. Despite many other commitments, some in full time work, they give up so much time and effort to come to Parish Council meetings and other relevant meetings to endeavour to serve on the Council for the village of Send.  
4. Reports from the Charities

4.1 Ann Haynes 
Margaret Bruton gave the following report::
The Anne Haynes Charity is a fund administered jointly by Trustee from both Send and Ripley Parishes.

The aim of the charity which was founded in 1702, is “to give assistance to poor persons resident in the Parishes of Send and Ripley who are under the age of 21 years, and who are preparing for, entering upon, or engaged in any trade or occupation or service, by outfits, payments of fees for instruction, payment of travelling expenses, or such other means for their advancement in life, or to enable them to earn their own living as the trustees think fit.”

The Committee meet in October 2008 to receive the financial report for the year and to consider the grants for the year.

This year we met just as the implication of the current financial situation was becoming apparent.

This year we had a total of £1000 to share between the two parishes.

Five young people applied for a grant from the Parish of Send. Two were students who had previous grants and three were new applicants. Each applicant received a grant this year.

The range of courses varies considerably. They are

· Beauty

· Physics

· Tourism

· Arts Foundation 

· Animal management.

Each year we are concerned that we fulfil the original purpose of the charity which was set up in 1702 and that the grants reach the young people who are the heirs of the original bequest. This is not easy in a society which has naturally changed considerably in 300years. 

 However I feel that the relatively small grants we give out, which this year ranged from £50 to £100, are appreciated as each year I get letters from the young people who have received grants expressing their thanks. .

The Trustees will be meeting in October so during the Summer I will be actively seeking young people who eligible for this grant.

As usual I would be grateful if you could publicise this grant among the young people of the Parish of Send

4. 2. Henry Smith  

Mrs. Beth Cunningham, a trustee of the charity and one of the organisers of Send Help thanked the Parish Council for funding the insurance for Send Help. There were approximately 80 volunteers and 100 clients. New volunteers were always welcome.

 Mr. John Revell, a trustee of the charity, gave the history of this charity about a supposedly poverty stricken man who wandered around villages and if people were kind to him, he would leave a legacy to those villages. 44 people mainly elderly or disabled, had benefited this year from the £2,000 that was distributed. Beth and John (wearing his Christmas hat) relied on people telling them who would benefit from the money. John read a note from a thankful recipient.

It was commented that in the current climate even a small amount of money like that at Christmas can make all the difference.
It was noted that Henry Smith had been as far afield as Elmbridge and Esher where the charity was believed to have become defunct. Possibly these places would still have funds available to distribute.

The Vice-Chairman thanked all those who ran the Charities in the village.

5. Report on ‘BrightEn Send and Tidy up’ week
Linda Parker-Picken reported on BEST week which had been a new scheme this year. She had been working with the Clerk to organise the week which involved approaching Send schools and organisations. Everyone had been given a specific task to do or had included their own efforts in the programme eg St. Bedes school had an Eco group working on improving the environment.
The Parish Council had provided £100 for planting and a local garden designer, Philippa Hackett had helped organise planting in various locations including at the traffic lights at Mays Corner.

On the Saturday morning, it was a great Communtity event with approximately 70 people from all age groups involved. It was felt that the whole event was a great success and should be repeated annually. Linda expressed gratitude to all who were involved.
6. Open Forum
Valerie Jenner, Editor of ‘Ripley & Send Matters’ was in attendance at the meeting. She  was thanked for her work. It was commented that it was important that the news from both villages was reported equally and the publication was endeavouring to do that.
Robert Wilson from Send and Ripley Rotary Club reported the sad loss of Mr. Peter Gammon who had founded the Community Forum in Send. He was a great loss to the community. 

Robert was now the main contact for the Rotary Club and also was on the Development

Committee for the new Ripley Village hall. £1.2 million pounds needing to be raised. Several Send Marsh residents were involved in fundraising. There was a connection between the Ripley and Send Residents regarding the original hall therefore it was hoped that the new hall could be a facility used by both communities.

The Vice-Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for all the help given the Parish Council, particularly from the Borough Councillors, Keith Taylor and Terence Patrick and County Councillor, David Davis.

Borough Councillor, Keith Taylor thanked the Parish Council for their work. 
The meeting closed at 8.45p.m. and refreshments followed.

