SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 18TH APRIL 2011 AT 7.45PM

IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	*
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
*
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	*
*
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officer Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)


PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m:
No members of the public wished to speak. However the Chairman welcomed two of the nominated candidates standing at the Parish Council elections in May, Mr. Peter Eperon and Mrs. Lucy Truscott.

	SPC 183/10

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.


	SPC
184/10
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllrs. M. Clover and H. Turner disclosed an interest in Agenda Item 13 – allotment tenants. 


	SPC
185/10
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21st March 2011 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. The Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 1st April 2011 were approved – to be signed at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2012.


	SPC 186/10
	CHAIRMAN’S/CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. The Chairman reported that she had accepted an invitation from Guildford Borough Councillor, Terence Patrick, the Mayor Elect to the Annual meeting of Guildford Borough Council and luncheon afterwards on 11th May 2011. Terence was thanked for the invitation and congratulated on his nomination as Mayor. 
2. The Clerk reported the following matters in the month following the Council Meeting held on 21st March 2011:

2. 1. Heathfield – The following report had been received -The cows have now been taken off Heathfield They will return in September as this will give the flora time to grow and set seed and to see if the field is showing any greater diversity. As this is the first season the Heathfield Committee are looking forward to seeing what happens. They say thank you to their watchers and water providers . Hopefully by the time the cows come back a permanent water supply from Wharf Lane will be established. Also any work on the Crassula that might involve chemicals will be carried out when the cows are off the field.

2.2. BEST week - Another ‘BrightEn Send & Tidy it up’ week took place, the last week in March, beginning with a Swap shop and ending with a Community Clean up (Around a 100 took part on the day).

2.3. Launch of fitness equipment - The Outdoor Gym was ‘launched’ on 9th April (Deputy Mayor T. Patrick officially opening it). The Surrey Advertiser and the new editor of the Woking News & Mail came to report on the event.

2.4. British Telecom work - BT have installed locks on all their manhole covers in Send and also carried out repairs.

2.5. Bus shelter - There has been an ‘objection’ to the new bus shelter at Mays Corner (involving planning enforcement) and there is now discussion about whether planning permission is now needed for it. 

County Cllr. K. Taylor confirmed that planning was no longer required.
2.6. Trees at Maple Road play area - The ties holding the new trees at Maple Road playground have broken but Ted Goldup has provided stronger ties for them. 

2.7. Recreation ground fence - The fencing around the recreation ground has broken in several places – Mr. Weller will be asked to repair.

2.8. Parish Council uncontested election - Notices are now displayed announcing that there is an ‘uncontested election’ for Send Parish Council and therefore the 9 candidates who have been nominated, are elected.



	SPC 187/10
	POLICE REPORT

There was an apology for absence from PCSO K. Holland. The Crime Statistics were provided and a report was read out (summarised below):
Crime stats.  19th March – 18th April 2011   
X3 Burglary other (to sheds/outhouses - x1 power tools / x1 bicycle / x1 attempt to shed)
X1 Take vehicle without consent (vehicle returned)

X1 Theft (pedal cycle)

X1 Theft from vehicle (number plates)

 

There have been incidences relating to the alleyway between Sandy Lane and Sandfields.

 

Antisocial behaviour has been creeping back in around the village, mainly around Sandy Lane and on the rec. To date, most of these are occurring after 9.30p.m. and appear to be alcohol related. Late patrols are in place to deal with these issues and residents are to report in confidence so the police can attend at the right times and deal as appropriate. There will be checks conducted at the local stores to ensure alcohol is not being sold to local youths.
There was an apology for absence from PC Karen Page. An email was read out (summarised below):
The alleyway from Sandfields to Send Road - Two ladies from Sandy Lane have been victims of the anti-social behaviour in this area in the past. This has usually been when youths have left the recreation ground and used the footpath 

 

The Safer Neighbourhood Team are aware of the issues and have a ‘Neighbourhood Issue’ currently in place, which has been carried forward from last year.Last Autumn/ early Winter there were some youths dealt with by the local Police team. The youths found responsible were issued with ASB letters and the issues were resolved.

 

At the same time, enquiries were made about CCTV cameras on the footpath and the footpath being moved, so it does not go as closely to the houses as it currently does. The local housing association was also contacted to see if they would be able to assist with any issues. Unfortunately these requests were not successful .

 

As the nice weather has returned there are signs of the anti-social behaviour returning. 

The neighbourhood issue has been kept in place, so the police continue to monitor the situation. With the recent behaviour, there are not any details of any youths involved therefore more details are needed. The police are continuing to patrol the area.
 

PC Page was pleased to confirm that she was able to attend the next meeting on 16th May and was looking forward to meeting the Parish Councillors then.
Borough Cllr. T. Patrick also confirmed that he had spoken to residents regarding the Sandy Lane issues which had even resulted in an assault to a resident and damaged property.
Cllrs. M. Bruton and M. Clover and Mrs. L. Truscott reported on other incidents observed in the area of the recreation ground including a noisy group at 11.30pm, a fire outside the pavilion, kicking the fence in and bottles and cans being thrown down everywhere.  
  

	SPC 188/10
	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Borough Councillors Terence Patrick and Keith Taylor were invited to give a report on issues dealt with from the previous meeting and to provide information on other agenda items:

Cllr. Patrick had reported the following items to the appropriate authorities:

a) Tuckey Grove manhole cover
b) Sofas dumped at Woodhill
c) A van with a flat tyre parked for a number of weeks outside the Post Office.

Bus services through Send - As County Councillor, K. Taylor reported about the concern regarding the bus services through Send (463 and 462) as Countryliner would no longer be running the service. There would be bids to run the service made on May 18th. It was reassuring to know that County Transport were supporting the continuance of the service.  



	SPC 189/10
	COMMUNICATIONS

1. SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR SEND LETTER TO MP
Members received a copy of the letter sent from the Secondary Schools for Send parents group to Sir Paul Beresford MP.
2. POPPY APPEAL FETE
Members received and considered a request to hold a Poppy Appeal Fete on the recreation ground on Saturday 18th June 2011 to celebrate the 90th year of the Royal British Legion.
AGREED: To give permission to the British Legion to use the recreation ground for a Poppy Appeal Fete to celebrate their 90th year

3. OUTDOOR FITNESS CLUB

Members received and considered a request to start an Outdoor Fitness club on the recreation ground. There were a variety of opinions on the subject. Some Councillors felt that it was a good idea as it would help encourage fitness and should be allowed on a trial basis, others felt that a business possibly should not be run on a recreation ground and that further investigation should be made into the qualifications of the instructor, the insurance liability, the number involved and timetable. It was agreed to investigate the details further.
4. ST BEDES SCHOOL ROYAL WEDDING PEN
Members received a request from St Bede’s PTA to donate a commemorative pen for the Royal Wedding to the children at St. Bede’s Junior School. It was explained that due to the timescale there had been no time before the order deadline to consider this request. Now therefore a decision was no longer required. 
5. THE WOKING NEWS AND MAIL
Members received a report about the new Woking News & Mail newspaper from Hilary Gavin, the new editor who was present at the Council meeting. 
Ms. Gavin explained that the newspaper had been running for 117 years and had now closed. She and others had stepped in to start the newspaper again but this time to make it a ‘truly local newspaper.’ The slogan quoted was – You report We publish. The intention was to have Parish Councils and local organisations reporting on up to date issues and events in their local communities. The publication was to be monthly, then fortnightly and eventually weekly.
There was to a team of experienced journalists but it was a big challenge. The first publication was planned for 12th May. Ms. Gavin asked if the information could be forwarded to as many as possible and posters put up. 

A Member commented that Send was under Guildford Borough not Woking but Ms. Gavin  explained that Send was still in the Woking ‘area’ and had many connections.
3. Members received the following communications listed on the Clerk’s report:
3.1. GUILDFORD IN BLOOM
There is an invitation to take part in Guildford in Bloom competition. The details had been passed to the Gardening Society. 

3.2. FOOTWAY ALONG SENDMARSH ROAD
An email had been received from a resident who walks along the footway along Send Marsh Road. Photographs had been provided to show how difficult it was to pass due to overhanging vegetation. The Clerk reported speaking to the manager at the Old Hall who had provided an address for the owner of the land where the most vegetation was overhanging.

The Clerk was to investigate further.
4. Members received the following communications after the agenda has been prepared:

4.1. ‘RIPLEY & SEND MATTERS’ AGM
The Ripley & Send Matters AGM was to be on 18th May at 8pm.
4.2. GUILDFORD BOROUGH AGM / MAYOR MAKING LUNCH AND CIVIC SERVICE
The Chairman and Clerk had been invited to the AGM and ‘Mayor Making’ lunch for Guildford

Borough Council on 11th May and the Civic service on 15th May.


	SPC 190/10
	LANCASTER HALL
Members received and considered quotes for redecoration of the Lancaster Hall fascia (the decision had been postponed from the previous meeting). A letter was read out from the Lancaster Hall Committee (LHC) confirming that they would provide the extra funding for the amount in excess of the Council’s budget of £5000 (the LHC had already agreed the contactor they wished to proceed with). 
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation of £6625 (Council - £5000) for the redecoration of the Lancaster Hall fascia from the LHC recommended contractor 
              

	SPC 191/10
	TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENTS
Members received proposals from Cllr. J. Aldridge regarding use of the S106 monies remaining from the housing development at 108 -110 Send Road. This included new bus stops (many of the old ones had become corroded), a suggestion for a new hard standing area for the bus stop opposite the Old Hall in Send Marsh (currently covered in vegetation)  and a collapsible seat for the new bus shelter in Send Road.
It was explained that the decision regarding use of the monies was the responsibility of the County Council, however they were pleased to receive suggestions from the Parish Council. The ideas put forward by Cllr. Aldridge were considered suitable by the County authority.
Members suggested several other ideas including a new bus shelter for the George Abbot pupils waiting at the Roman Catholic church in Send Marsh and upgrading street lighting. County Cllr. K. Taylor agreed to talk to County Transport regarding these suggestions.   


	SPC 192/10
	BUSH LANE WOODLAND
Members received an update on the progress of the work at Bush Lane from Cllr. T. Goldup. The 9 large bollards at the top of the Woodland walk had been dug out and transferred to the corner by the access to Bush Lane creating a perimeter to a small car parking area. 
Quotes for a new gate and posts were provided. However Cllr. M. Clover explained that he had a gate which he was hoping to dispose of. Cllr Goldup agreed to have a look at the gate because, if suitable, it would save the Council money.  
AGREED: To purchase 2 posts for a gate at Bush Lane at a cost of £65 per post   



	SPC 193/10
	SEND REFURBISHMENT/PUBLIC TOILET
1. TARMAC PATH
Members received and considered four quotes for a tarmac path on the recreation ground. It was explained that the access points were by the shop parade and by the large gate in Sandy Lane. There was concern about the ownership of the land used as a car park adjacent to the Dive shop as notices were now displayed on the wall as ‘Customer Parking’. The Clerk was asked to investigate the ownership of this area again which was noted as not being Highways responsibility.
It was noted that the lowest quote provided for a new tarmac path was from the contractor who carried out the Planting Scheme at Send Parade.

RESOLVED: To accept the lowest quote for a tarmac path with concrete edging across the recreation ground -£13205  (to be partly funded by S106 monies) 
2. PUBLIC TOILET
The Clerk provided a suggested list of 11 builders (some of which were local) to invite interest from for building the public toilet. 
APPROVED: A list of 11 builders to invite interest from for the public toilet
3. PROJECT MANAGER
Members had previously been invited to appoint a Project Manager for the public toilet, however the decision had been postponed from the previous Council meeting partly due to an insufficient number of quotes. Cllr. C. Roche now explained that she had completed training on a project management course and had now received the qualification. Having studied the details regarding the project, she confirmed that she was confident she would be able to carry out the role for the Council. 

It was noted that if Cllr Roche took on the role, the Council would save at least £6000.

Mr. Michael Harris was commended for the huge amount of work he had put into the preparation of all the documentation prior to this stage. He was to be thanked for the work.
APPROVED: To appoint Cllr. C. Roche as Project Manager for the public toilet


	SPC 194/10

SPC 195/10
	FINANCIAL MATTERS

CHEQUE LIST 
Members approved the list of cheques for signing. 

ALLOTMENTS

1. REVISED TENANCY AGREEMENT
Members received and considered a revised Tenancy Agreement for the allotments and viewed the welcome letter provided by the Allotment Liaison Group.

One member was concerned about notifying tenants of rent increases but it was explained that these would be posted on the allotment noticeboard.

It was commented that it was good to reduce the size of the Tenancy Agreement to one page (from 4 pages) and also to have a welcome letter from the Liaison Group.
APPROVED: A revised Tenancy Agreement for the allotments
2. GENERAL REPORT

There was a report of malicious damage to one corner section of the perimeter fence. This had been repaired by the allotment tenants.

A number of neglected plots had been identified (some of which had been unattended for some time) and as this was considered in breach of the tenancy agreement and also there was a waiting list of people keen to have an allotment, it was agreed to write to these tenants advising them to attend to their plots which would be reassessed by the end of May.
AGREED: To write to tenants of ‘neglected plots’ advising them to attend to them giving notice to the end of May


	SPC 196/10
	WAR MEMORIAL AND WORK OF ART (MAINTENANCE)

Members considered a proposal to clean the war memorial.
RESOLVED: To have the War Memorial cleaned at a cost of £100

Members received suggestions for improving the area around the Work of Art (Guildford Borough Council had agreed for the Parish Council to maintain the area). It was commented that the area was looking very ‘tatty’. Some ideas were to put slabs around it and plant behind it and to have some ‘Red Hot Poker’ flowers in the area. 

It was noted that there was still a plaque to be installed and also a reminder that there would need to be consideration of the manhole covers in the area.

It was agreed to investigate further and postpone the decision to a future meeting.


	SPC 197/10
	RIPLEY & SEND MATTERS

Members were asked by Cllr. N. Oades, to approve articles for the next edition of Ripley & Send Matters. Members discussed various ideas and the insert of a questionnaire.
APPROVED: To include in the next Ripley and Send Matters publication: - Annual report of the Chairman, details of new and retiring Parish Councillors, launch of the Fitness equipment and a questionnaire for the ‘Help Your Neighbours’ scheme 


	SPC 198/10
	CEMETERY
1.  MONTHLY CEMETERY REPORT
Cllr. T. Goldup provided details of the completed new water system.  
2. THE FUTURE OF THE CEMETERY
Members received and considered a paper on the future of the Cemetery (which was presented to discuss at a future Council meeting) by Cllr. J. Aldridge.
Cllr. Aldridge explained the background of the Cemetery built in 1952. Grants for burial plots were given out for 75 years now and the grants required the Parish Council to keep the area neat and tidy for that time. Parishioners’ fees were a third of those living outside the parish.
With the fee increases matching those of nearby cemeteries, the income has increased considerably, which had enabled the Council to reduce the Precept and use some of the surplus funds for other projects in the village.

It was estimated that the cemetery will be full within 30 years and therefore there is concern that there are plans made now for the future. 
Cllr. Aldridge provided details of policies of reusing grave spaces, purchasing additional land for an extension to the cemetery and suggested considering reducing the length of grants.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Aldridge for his report. 



	SPC 199/10
	COMMUNITY CONFERENCE/MAY FAIR/VILLAGE OF THE YEAR

Cllr. M. Bruton gave a report on the Community Conference held at Loseley (Members had received details prior to the meeting). It had been helpful to receive details about the new Localism Bill and its implications, however it had been made clear in the presentation that it was subject to change. When it comes to law, everyone involved will require training on it.

The website link provided for more information was very helpful.

Cllr. M. Bruton explained the plans for May Fair stall. There was to be a Youth questionnaire and one to ascertain views on the ‘Help Your Neighbours’ scheme. It was evident that there were already a lot of positive activities for young people in the village and help for the elderly but the questionnaires would get more views on these subjects.

It was agreed that the Village of Year entry would be delayed until a future year. It had been a good ‘health check’ for the village though.

APPROVED: Plans for the May Fair and Village of the Year competition 



	SPC 200/10
	PLANNING
Members noted the minutes of the Planning Committee (delegated to submit responses to Guildford Borough Council on current planning applications).



	SPC 201/10
	HIGHWAYS

The following highway matters were discussed and it was agreed to report these to
Surrey County Council Highways:

1. Small craters in the road (Sandy Lane).

2. Rough surface at entrance to Send Barns Lane at Burnt Common. 
3. A footway in Potters Lane where the footpath ends at Crickets Hill.

4. Pockmarks in the tarmac cycleway from the Medical Centre to Burnt Common.

Thanks was given to the Borough Council for responding quickly to Flytipping reports.



	SPC 202/10
	DATE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Members noted that the Annual Council Meeting was to be held on Monday 16th May 2011. 


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 p.m. and there followed a presentation to the 3 retiring Councillors, Cllr. J. Aldridge, Cllr. T. Goldup and Cllr. N. Oades.
Date:   16th May 2011                                          Chairman: J. Manktelow
