SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 21st MARCH 2011 AT 7.45PM

IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	o
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
o
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	*
o
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officer Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)


PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m:
Mrs. L. Cave had observed 50 – 60 people on the recreation ground enjoying the new equipment at the weekend and commented that it was nice to see the facilites being so well used. Members agreed with Mrs. Cave.
	SPC 165/10

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from Cllr. M. Clover, Cllr. N. Oades and Cllr. H. Turner were received and accepted. 
It was also noted that County and Borough Cllr. K. Taylor was unable to attend.


	SPC
166/10
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr. J. Harris disclosed an interest in Agenda Item 11.1 – her husband was applying for the role of Contract manager for the building of the public toilet. 


	SPC
167/10
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21st February 2011 were amended and approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	SPC 168/10
	CHAIRMAN’S/CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. The Chairman had nothing to report but invited the Vice Chairman to report on the training  for the Vehicle Activated Signs.

John Aldridge, Nick Brook, Mike Hurdle and Norman Picken had attended the training and would now be responsible for the new VAS which would replace the previous one that had been vandalised (The police had confirmed that their insurance claim was being processed regarding this sign). The new sign would be battery operated and recharged each week. Members were asked to make suggestions about where to install the brackets to accommodate the sign around the village. Locations suggested were at the Triangle by Send First School, Send Marsh Road and Potters Lane.   

It was noted that the VAS at the Broadmeads (with the solar pane)l would continue to be maintained by the police. 

2. The Clerk reported the following matters in the month following the Council Meeting held on 20th December 2010:

2. 1. Clerks Networking Day - The Clerk had attended a Clerks Networking Day at Pulborough on 9th March and received updates on legal matters, planning changes and localism. (It was noted that the powerpoint presentation on planning had been circulated to the Planning Committee to view). Members discussed this briefly.  It was commented that although there would be more say on local plans, Parish Councillors were not trained planners. The Clerk reminded Members that in the localism proposals Parish Councils would also be given the opportunity to take on services previously carried out by the Borough or County.

2.2. Floodlights  - Repairs had been carried out on the recreation ground floodlights sensors which were now functioning properly.

2.3.  Allotments  - There had been tools reported stolen over the weekend 12/13th March. Plot 17 has been allocated to a new tenant after the resignation of the previous tenant
2.4.  Pavilion alarm - The annual alarm inspection had taken place at the pavilion.

2.5. Licence Hearing Asalet Café  - Cllr. T. Goldup had attended the Hearing for the Licence application for the Asalet Café. The application was approved subject to conditions. Cllr. Goldup had spoken about changing the wording on the conditions that alcohol was be drunk ‘in’ the premises not ‘on’ the premises. It was noted that although the licence had been granted, the café still had to apply for planning permission to extend its hours of opening.
2.5. Mayor’s reception - The Clerk had attended the Mayor’s reception on 16th March 2011.
 

	SPC 169/10
	POLICE REPORT

There was an apology for absence from PCSO K. Holland. The Crime Statistics were provided and a report was read out (summarised below):
Crime stats.  14th Feb - 12th Mar 2011   
X2 Theft from vehicle (diesel, power tools)

X1 Theft (golf buggy)

X1 Assault (between relatives)

X2 Burglary (outhouse/shed, house)

 

At present, there were no reported ASB or crime trends for the village.

 
General Updates
 

1. The new Neighbourhood Issue (NI) for Send was voted as lorries/vehicles on B2215 London Road, Burntcommon. This will be addressed over the coming months through various methods and updates placed on the relevant Neighbourhood Team webpage on the Surrey Police website.

 

2. At the Police meeting and through 'Street a Week', Send 1st School was identified as being a problem at pick up and drop off times. Patrols were reminding drivers where they shouldn't be parking. Letters will follow shortly advising of the issue and patrols conducted where possible. (An incident involving a parent driving a vehicle and another parent and child crossing the road was identified to Police and this had been resolved locally).

 

3. The co-location of Guildford neighbourhood policing teams has taken place and we are now working from GBC offices at Millmead, Guildford. We have an outpost in East Horsley so that we can remain local to the area instead of battling the traffic to return to Guildford Town to complete any relevant paperwork. This is not public accessible unless on invite (eg. For a pre-arranged meeting).

This could also mean that local officers may be seen to use local cafes, stores on area for refreshments instead of returning to a station allowing us to remain in the village. Please reassure members of the public that we are still approachable and deployable if seen in these circumstances.

 

Ripley Police Station front counter is still open to the public until 31st March 2011 where this service will then cease and any production of documents will need to be taken to any other Police Station (nearest being Guildford or Woking). No staff or officers will be working at this station from this date.

  

4. The latest Police newsletters will soon be delivered to the village households with updates on the latest policing activities. There is also a short article introducing the new Neighbourhood Specialist Officer, PC Karen Page who has taken over from PC Steve Hill. Karen has already been out in Send dealing with some local issues so please feel free to introduce yourselves to her.

 
Members commented that there had been very little notice for the panel meeting and only six attended (four from the Parish Council). The next Police Panel Meeting was 12th July 2011.



	SPC 170/10
	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Borough Councillor Terence Patrick was invited to give a report on issues dealt with from the previous meeting and to provide information on other items on the agenda.

Borough Cllr. T. Patrick reported the following items:

Loose manhole cover– A loose GPO manhole cover located in Send Road near the post office had been reported several times as urgently requiring attention. Bor. Cllr. T. Patrick had organised the repair.
Surrey County Council Highways Contractor – SCC were in the process of changing their Highways Contractor from Ringway to a new Contractor. It was hoped that the service would improve as a result. The base would be at the Merrow depot again.


	SPC 171/10
	COMMUNICATIONS

1. ST BEDES PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
Members received and considered a request from a governor of St. Bede’s School. 
As part of a fund raising initiative, St. Bede’s School was holding a photographic competition to produce a calendar entitled 'The Spirit of Send'. Send Business Centre were going to fund the printing of 1000 calendars, which would be sold at various outlets within the village, and all profits would go to St. Bede’s School.

This was to be a community project and residents of Send would be invited to take part in the competition. The prizes would be having a photograph included in the calendar. Send Business Centre would provide the judges. The Parish Council was now being asked to consider sponsoring a prize for the overall winner.
Members discussed the request. It was commented that this was a school project and therefore more appropriate for the school to use it’s own funding and not use public money.

It was suggested that a local business might be willing to sponsor the prize.
AGREED: Not to sponsor the prize for St Bedes school in this case
2. LOCAL COUNCIL REVIEW PUBLICATION
Members received and considered a proposal for the Council to receive 2 copies of the quarterly magazine Local Council Review each year. It was noted that 8 complimentary copies had been received recently. It was agreed that this magazine was useful to the Council.

RESOLVED: To receive 2 copies of the LCR (Annual Subscription £12 per copy)
It was agreed to investigate whether the publication could be read on line.
3. Members received the following communications listed on the Clerk’s report:

3.1. COMMUNITIES IN CONTROL CONFERENCE
 An invitation had been received for a free day conference, ‘Communities in Control’ at Loseley House on 30th March 2011. Cllr. M. Bruton agreed to attend.

3.2. ‘LOCALISM AND YOUR COMMUNITY’
An invitation had been received for a meeting run by The Guildford Society on ‘Localism and Your Community – Action and Empowerment’ at the Trinity Centre, Guildford at 6.30pm on Thursday 7th April 2011. Anne Milton MP was to speak on the Localism Bill (Up to 3 members of the PC were invited). The Chairman agreed to attend if noone else was available.

4. Members received the following communications after the agenda has been prepared:

4.1. ‘HELP YOUR NEIGHBOURS SCHEME’ – SEND HELP
Members received and considered a letter from Mrs. Lorna Cave from Send Help. Send Help Committee had discussed the Parish Council’s proposal to set up a ‘Help Your Neighbours Scheme.’ It was explained that there had been difficulties with the snow and phone lines down and wondered whether the Parish Council had any ‘clout’ with British Telecom. They kept a note of volunteers who had 4 by 4 vehicles for driving in severe weather but could do with more. They also provided ‘handyman’ skills but also needed more help with this skill.
Send Help were willing to take part in the scheme and help in any way they were able.

Mrs. Cave who was at the Council meeting explained that Send Help were considering the use of a mobile for the future.

4.2. PARISH LIAISON MEETING
The Clerk advised Members that she was attending the Parish Liaison meeting at Guildford Borough Council on 25th March 2011. Matters to be discussed included Local Elections, Planning Consultations, The Guildford Development Framework and The Localism Bill. The Clerk asked if she should raise any other matters but it was agreed that there was nothing at this time as the Borough Councillors were very proactive in dealing with any issues raised.



	SPC 172/10
	LANCASTER HALL
It was reported that two quotes had been received for redecorating the fascia and The Lancaster Hall Committee wished to proceed with the higher quote as the contractor had kept to the specification and it was believed would do a professional job. 

It was noted the Council had budgeted £5000 for this and the LHC were prepared to meet the rest of the cost, however it was commented that there was a large difference in the amount of the two costs and that according to Standing Orders another quote should be required. Therefore it was agreed that no decision could be made at this meeting.

Agreed: To delegate the decision to a working group set up for this purpose 

Working group: Cllrs. J. Manktelow, J. Aldridge, T. Goldup, H. Turner


	SPC 173/10
	STREET LIGHTING
TRANSFER OF ENERGY SUPPLIER

Prior to the meeting Members had received details that the current supplier’s energy costs were far in excess of other companies. It had been agreed at the previous Council Meeting to allow Energy Costs Advisors to investigate a better quote for the Council. This was on recommendation from the Council’s street lighting maintenance contractors. A comparison of figures had been provided to show substantial savings with a new energy provider. 
RESOLVED: To transfer the current energy supplier for street lighting from the current supplier to Haven


	SPC 174/10
	BUSH LANE WOODLAND
There was to be a work party on 2nd April to coincide with ‘Best’ week’s community clean up day. Frances was also planning to cut down the invasive bamboo in the area.
Investigations had been made regarding the underground services at the corner of Bush Lane where it was hoped to tidy up a car parking area and install the bollards removed from the top of the woodland walk. 

The noticeboard for the top of the woodland walk was being organised. It was also suggested that a large ‘redundant’ seat at Maple Road playground could be moved here instead. 

It was noted that 100 free trees and shrubs had been obtained but they would need shields.



	SPC 175/10
	SEND REFURBISHMENT
1. CONTRACT MANAGER PUBLIC TOILET
Members discussed the appointment for a Contract administrator for the public toilet. It was considered difficult to make a decision because only two quotes had been provided. Also in the absence of Cllr. H. Turner who had been advising on financial matters, it was agreed to postpone the decision until a future meeting.
2. TIMETABLE OF WORKS PUBLIC TOILET
Members noted the up to date timetable of works for the public toilet.
3. ADULT FITNESS EQUIPMENT LAUNCH DAY
Members received and noted details of the proposed Launch for the Adult Fitness Equipment on  the recreation ground on 9th April 2011. It was agreed to check with the football club that the time did not clash with their training.

4. RECREATION GROUND PROJECT
Members reported that there had been many people using the new equipment on the recreation ground and it was obviously a great success.

It was agreed that some sort of shelter would be appropriate to provide 

shade from the sun but more research needed to be carried out on a design. 
There was concern about the mound of soil which was still on the recreation ground and suggested that the contractors constructing the path could remove’ all’ the excess soil from the area. Some costs for skips were provided by Members which would be investigated.

 

	SPC 176/10
	FINANCIAL MATTERS

1. CHEQUE LIST/ BANK RECONCILIATION 
Members approved the list of cheques for signing. Two Members checked the up to date bank reconciliation.
2. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 2011/12
Members received and considered appointing an internal auditor for 2011/12. It was confirmed that the previous internal auditor was pleased to continue in the role.
RESOLVED: To appoint Mark Mulberry & Co as Internal Auditor 2011/12


	SPC 177/10 


	COMMUNITY EVENTS
Members received and considered plans for future events. It was confirmed that everyone was happy with the Agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting and agreed to promote the ‘Help Your Neighbours Scheme’ at the May Fair. 
VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION
Cllr. M. Bruton reported on the Village of Year competition. On studying the paperwork it was apparent that there needed to be research carried out into several items including Send businesses/ Eco projects in the village and other items. Despite all the new projects in Send at the moment, there were quite a few items on the list which Send did not do. There was probably a category which Send could win and Cllr. Bruton was pleased to work on the project but she would need a lot of help. Members were asked to look at the website and the criteria involved in entering the competition in order to judge whether it was worth the entry.

The Chairman commented that when Send had entered previously, the judges had come to Send First School unannounced and asked to see examples of children’s work. 

It was noted that Linda Parker was willing to assist but did not wish to head up the project. 


	SPC 178/10
	CEMETERY
The Clerk provided the monthly cemetery report:
1. Mr. Tigwell had been instructed to carry out the work on the old water system. He had agreed to contact Ted Goldup regarding pipe measurements.
2. Mr. Wakeford had cleared the cemetery of leaves, returfed many of the graves and also the area by the ashes plots to improve that area as agreed.

3. The Carter family were seeking to install a commemorative bench for their family. They had been provided with the bench specifications and subsequent approval for their request.

4. Members were notified of the monthly income partly resulting from 5 new graves.

5. The Clerk was working on updating new forms. Woking Funeral Service had offered to print up to 1000 copies as a free service for the Council using their design as a template (it was yet to be investigated what acknowledgement they would ask for).

6. The clerk was to complete one more hour of training on the computer system. A request had now been made to link the grave map to the system now. 


	SPC 179/10
	PLANNING
Members noted the minutes of the Planning Committee (delegated to submit responses to Guildford Borough Council on current planning applications).



	SPC 180/10
	SECONDARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

Members received a report on the meeting held at St Bedes School on Friday 11th March.
This was arranged for the parents of Send-based children who were unsuccessful in their applications for places at George Abbot Secondary School. Included  was a ‘horrific’ story of how a parent had tried an experimental journey to Bishop David Brown school on public buses (it worked out as a 10 hour day using that method of transport).
Keith Taylor had explained that around 70 places were often released as parents relinquished their places to George Abbot which they had used as their ‘insurance policy" in case of not getting into private school.  He was optimistic that the Send parents would be successful with their appeals. However it was  
RESOLVED: To write to Sir Paul Beresford MP and to County Cllr. K. Taylor again expressing concern at the secondary school admission situation in Send      

 

	SPC 181/10
	HIGHWAYS

1. EXTENSION OF FOOTWAY IN POTTERS LANE
Cllr. C. Roche reported on a dangerous situation where the footway ended in Potters Lane. Children who were needing to board the school bus and people with buggies were having to walk on the road as there was no pavement provided. It was commented that Surrey County Highways had little funding for new works at the moment but still agreed to write to them.

AGREED: To write to SCC Highways requesting an extension to the footway in Potters Lane
2. OTHER HIGHWAY MATTERS

The following highway matters were discussed and it was agreed to report these to
Surrey County Council Highways:

1. The road surface at the top of Send Barns Lane when coming off the roundabout.

2. A badly deteriorating road surface in Send Marsh Road.

3. Subsiding dip in the road at the junction between Tuckey Grove and Stringham Copse.   


	SPC 182/10
	FUTURE DATES
Members noted that the next Council Meeting was to be held on Monday 18th April 2011 
The following dates were also noted: The Annual Parish Meeting – Friday 1st April 2011

Brighten Send and Tidy It Up Week (BEST week) 26th March – 2nd April 2011

Saturday 26th March (Swap Shop) Saturday 2nd April (Community Clean Up)

Parish Council Elections – Thursday 5th May 2011


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.21 p.m.
 Date:    18/04/11                                               Chairman: J. Manktelow
