SEND PARISH COUNCIL 
 COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.45PM 
IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL
	*
	Cllr J Manktelow
	(Chairman)

	*
	Cllr H. Turner
	(Vice Chairman)

	*
	Cllr M Bruton
	

	*
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr P Eperon
	

	*
	Cllr J Harris
	

	o
	Cllr L ParkerPicken
	

	*
o
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr L Truscott
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officer Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)
Also present: County and Borough Cllr K Taylor 



The Chairman explained the emergency procedure in case of fire.
Members of the Public were invited to address the Council between 7.45pm and 8pm: 
No Members of the public wished to address the Council at the meeting.
	SPC 099/11
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. L. Parker Picken and 
Cllr. L. Truscott. It was noted that Borough Cllr. T. Patrick was unable to attend.


	SPC 100/11
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were asked to declare any personal or prejudicial interests on any of the agenda items (in accordance with the L A (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 S1 2007/1159): Cllr M. Clover and Cllr H. Turner declared a personal interest in agenda item 19 as allotment tenants.

 

	SPC 101/11
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th September 2011 (with agreed amendments) were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.



	SPC 102/11
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported on matters since the last meeting which were not included on the agenda:

1. New playground equipment had been installed in the younger children’s playground.

2. Pavilion repairs - The building repairs to the pavilion have been completed and the insurance claim was now to be processed by the insurance company.

3. Upgrade of bus stops -  Surrey County Council transport department had notified that there had been an upgrade of bus stops, time table cases and adjacent kerbs in Send village.
4. Parish Liaison Meeting – The Clerk had attended the PLM on 23rd September. Topics discussed were Village Questionnaires, Community Ideas Database, Review of Councillors Allowances, Diamond Jubilee 2012, Provision of Travellers pitches in Guildford Borough, Localism Bill and the Slyfield Regeneration Plan. 
5. The Interim Internal Audit  was held on 10th October. The report would be available in due course.


	SPC 103/11
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman had nothing to report.



	SPC 104/11
	POLICE REPORT

There was no police report provided. However it was commented that a comprehensive report had been given at the previous meeting. 
One Member showed the local police leaflet which was distributed to all households in Send. There were details of the next Police panel meeting, 2 meetings at the Astalet Café and speed watch plans in and around the village.  



	SPC 105/11
	VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS (VAS) AND COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH GROUP

It was reported that, after many months of waiting, the police had now received a payment from the insurance company for the stolen VAS. Therefore a new mobile VAS could now be purchased for the village. (SCC Highways had now also approved the locations for the signs).

 

Mrs. Katrina Boosey had written to inform the Council that 8 residents of Potters Lane were in the process of setting up a Community Speed Watch group. Matt Redfern, Guildford Casualty Reduction Officer had offered to hold a training session for them. Mrs. Boosey was asking if the Parish Council would be willing to fund the hire of the hall for the training.
Members noted that there had previously been a CSW group in the village and suggested contacting them to see if they were interested in joining the team again. It was suggested asking the police if they would loan the equipment for the use of the group.

AGREED: To pay the cost of hiring the hall for the Community Speed Watch training 
  

	SPC 106/11
	COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Land for sale around Send – There had been great concern by many residents about the large number of plots of land recently being sold off around Send and worries that they would be used for development.

One Member also asked if there was anything the Parish Council could do to protect agricultural land from being sold in small plots or to make sure it was managed properly. 

County Cllr. K. Taylor explained that the land was privately sold and therefore providing the words ‘subject to planning permission’ were included at the sale, there was nothing that could be done. He explained that he was writing a short paragraph to include in the Parish Council article for Ripley & Send Matters reassuring people that any form of development on any of the land would require planning permission. All of the land concerned in Send had Green Belt status. When any such land has previously been sold in lots and planning applications had subsequently been submitted (e.g at Broadmeads) these applications had always been refused on Green Belt grounds.
Winter service (road gritting) –  Cllr Taylor explained that details of road gritting were on the Surrey County Council website. Larger stocks of grit were being ordered in preparation for this year (Cllr Taylor showed a map of Send which identified the roads with priority 1 status in the area. It was noted that Send Hill from the traffic lights to Bush Lane was also included).


	SPC 107/11
	BLACKSMITH SCULPTURE
Members received an update on the plan to plant around the blacksmith scultpture. 

The Clerk reported that she was awaiting permission from Guildford Borough Council regarding the plans and more details of the services in the area. Also a request for a quote for the work  was being obtained (It was suggested that the planting could be carried out in the Spring).

It was noted that £355 was still available from the S106 monies for the project.


	SPC 108/11

	‘ADOPT A KIOSK’
Cllr. L. Parker-Picken had provided a summary of the responses to the consultation regarding adopting the telephone kiosk at Send Parade. Although the total number of responses was small, most were in favour of keeping the kiosk. It was therefore recommended that it was adopted.
However also having discussed the subject with another parish it appeared that there was another option which was to actually purchase the kiosk retaining the phone inside. The cost of this was to be further investigated. However it was 

AGREED: To advise BT that in principle Send wished to adopt the Kiosk 

(It was noted that further investigations were needed regarding planning before the purchase would be finalised anyway). 



	SPC 109/11
	‘GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME’
Cllr. M. Bruton reported on the meeting for the ‘Good Neighbours Scheme’ held on 10th October. Three Parish Councillors, the Clerk, Mrs Lorna Cave from Send Help and four members of the public attended. It had been useful to discuss ideas.

As a result of the discussion the following were practical suggestions:
1.The first priority was to support “Send Help” which already supports villagers on a day to day basis. “Send Help” drives mostly elderly people to doctors, hospital and other appointments and have identified the need for more 4x4s and drivers. The need was especially urgent in snow & ice. (If anyone could help they were to contact Send Help directly). 

2. When the phone lines were down people outside the village can’t contact their elderly relatives who don’t have mobile phones. This can be very distressing as the line just rings and doesn’t indicate there is a fault. So those with an elderly neighbour were asked to talk to them about giving their mobile number to relatives so contact can be made in times of emergencies
3. It was suggested people clear the snow outside their properties and then clear the snow outside neighbouring properties if their neighbours are unable to do it. If people had teenagers in their family they could encourage them to help neighbours with shopping or snow clearing.
4. It was suggested to talk to elderly neighbours NOW. Elderly people have to be cautious about who they deal with so perhaps by introducing yourself now before the winter comes when it’s daylight was the best plan. Also to exchange phone numbers so contact could be made easily.

5. An appeal was to be made for anyone in the village who had a tractor to offer it to help.

6. Neighbours could have fun by planning and holding a Jubilee street party.
As Ripley had a Good Neighbours Scheme and Send Help was like a Good Neighbours Scheme, it had been agreed to call the new scheme ‘Send Looks Out’.
An article was to be sent to the Woking News & Mail and Ripley & Send Matters and posters were to be displayed asking for people to come forward with 4 by 4s.


	SPC 110/11
	PARISH PLAN
Cllr. M. Bruton reminded members that at the July Council meeting it had been agreed to look at the Parish Plan and invite people to be involved again in reviewing it. Both positive and negative views would be appreciated from those participating in the discussions. 

The steering group included Cllrs Bruton, Clover, Eperon, Harris and Parker-Picken.

AGREED:To hold a meeting of the Parish Plan Steering Group on 16 November 2011
  

	SPC 111/11
	RIPLEY & SEND MATTERS

Cllr. L. Parker-Picken had provided some suggestions for articles in the next publication of Ripley & Send Matters. Members agreed the Parish Council article was suitable with a couple of amendments. It was suggested that Send residents would like to know more about the Councillors who represented them and therefore to include some’thumbnail’ sketches of each Councillor in the next editions. In any case a list of all the Councillors would be provided for information for residents.(The parish office would be the only contact telephone number). 
APPROVED: Articles for the next edition of Ripley & Send Matters publication


	SPC 112/11
	FINANCE

a) CHEQUES AND BANK RECONCILATION
Cheques totalling £4,240 as attached to record minutes were approved and signed. The bank reconciliation up to September 2011 was checked and signed by two members, 
b) FINANCIAL STRATEGY & SYSTEMS REVIEW STEERING GROUP

Cllr Turner reported on the meeting held on 12th October and on the draft Financial strategy which was to be further discussed at the next finance meeting on 31st October 2011.

Cllr Turner reported that the Council had agreed to purchase some land next to the cemetery. The underground services in the area were being checked and the suitability of the land as a cemetery by the Environmental Agency. The solicitor would appoint a surveyor whose costs would be paid by the parish council. Legal costs would be borne by each party (To protect the interests of parties concerned, it had been decided to discuss details of costs under the confidential section of the agenda).
The toilet was to be discussed at the meeting held on 26th October.

The budget was to be set for next year and the large accumulated balances would be discussed at the finance meeting held on 31st October.

Due to the delay now in the construction of the toilet, it was going to be recommended at the next meeting that the pathway was constructed straight away (A land search had confirmed the boundary of the Dive shop which extended the line of the forecourt pavement to the recreation ground boundary).

It had been suggested that the main project to include in the Council’s strategy for 2012/18 should be the renovation of the pavilion itself. 
A litter picker was to be appointed soon. Two candidates had had to be excluded due to age consideration. The council were also to consider employing a contractor from Worplesdon who was also carrying out similar duties there.
c) ANNUAL RETURN. EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT AND ISSUES ARISING

Members received and considered the completed Annual return from the External Auditor and  approved action from the Issues arising report in order to conclude the audit for 2010/11.
APPROVED AND ACCEPTED: The complete audited Annual Return 2010/11

APPROVED: Action recommended from the ‘Issues Arising from Audit’ report

It was noted that on approval the statutory notice inviting the public to view the accounts would be displayed on noticeboards for 14 days as required. 
d) STANDING ORDERS (SO) AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (FR)
As part of the annual review,two amendments to Send Parish Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were recommended.
Recommended that:  SO Para 2 e) “An extraordinary meeting called with less that one month’s notice will be held in the Upper Room of the Lancaster Hall, Send Road, Send” should now be deleted as superfluous since para 1 c) also states that “Except where the Council decides otherwise, all meetings will be held in the Upper Room of the Lancaster Hall, Send Road, Send”. 
RESOLVED: To amend Standing Orders by deleting Para 2 e) 

Recommended that:   To accord with FR para 11(i) re the ability of the Parish Clerk to place orders up to a limit of £1,000, the limit quoted in para 3.4 should be amended from £500 to £1,000.
RESOLVED: To amend Financial Regulations by increasing the limit quoted in para 3.4 from £500 to £1000

	SPC

113/11
	GRIT BINS AND LITTER BINS
Members received and considered an offer by Guildford Borough Council to purchase up to 3 new salt bins for the village. Details of costs were provided. It was noted that there were 2 County owned bins located at the Vicarage Lane/Send Hill junction and Tuckey Grove/Linden Way junction in Send Marsh.
Members suggested several possible sites for a new bin – Send Dip, the top of Send Barns Lane, just inside the recreation ground at Send Parade and on the corner of Bush Lane.

However there was concern that after the initial salt fill at no cost, the parish would then have to make arrangements to collect any future supplies.. It was commented that there were no facilities available to collect salt. 

The Clerk was asked to investigate whether the salt could be delivered and at what cost. It was agreed to bring the results of the investigation to the next Council meeting.

The Clerk reported that despite agreement with Guildford some time ago that new dog and litter bins would be installed on the recreation ground and other localities, no action had taken place. Borough Cllr K. Taylor agreed to investigate this and to get things moving.


	SPC

114/11
	PUBLIC TOILET

It had been agreed at the previous Council meeting that the Send Refurbishment Working Group needed to discuss the options now regarding the next stage in the public toilet project with the architect. It was therefore agreed to meet on 26th October at the Parish Office.


	SPC 115/11
	CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Cllr. M. Clover reported that the owners of the Astalet café were again pleased to offer their electricity for the Christmas lights for 2011.
Some extra leads and a light set had had to be purchased this year. Several extra brackets would be need to be acquired to include ‘2NV’ and the Lancaster Hall. It was not estimated that there would be much of an increase in costs this year.

It was noted that due to the personal circumstances of a Member of the Rotary Club last Winter, no donation had been obtained from the Club towards the lights. However it was agreed to ask again this year.

Cllr. M. Clover said that he appreciated the help he had had in previous years and asked Councillors to consider coming to help him this year to put up the lights.
It was noted that Ripley’s lights had been installed by Guildford Borough electricians.



	SPC 116/11
	QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE
The Clerk reporting receiving information at the Parish Liaison meeting about Guildford’s ideas for the Diamond Jubilee and ideas from other parishes (Guildford was asking how the parishes were to celebrate the occasion).

Members were reminded that Mrs. L. Jones was planning an occasion on the recreation ground next June. Other suggestions were to make the pavilion into the ‘Jubilee Pavilion’ (although it was unlikely to be ready in time), or to place a commemorative plaque on the planned mature tree with the circular seat around it to be planted on the recreation ground.

It was agreed to discuss the project further at a future meeting.

 

	SPC 117/11
	ALLOTMENTS
Member received and considered a report on the condition of some of the Council’s allotments. A recommendation was provided suggesting that those on the waiting list should take over some of the increasing number of poorly cultivated or, in some cases, totally uncultivated plots. Several tenants were just retaining their tenancies but doing no productive cultivation.
 
As agreed at the last Council meeting (Minute SPC 090/11), the Allotments Liaison Group should have a proactive role in ensuring that the site is well cultivated (this was specified in their 'Terms of Reference' – members were provided with a copy to view).

It was reported that two Members had been to look at the allotments and agreed that several of them appeared to be in a poor state with overgrowing weeds which was breaking the terms of the tenancy agreement. They also considered it would be good to reduce the Council's waiting list for plots.
It was reported that the Allotment Liaison Group had only four members now when it was supposed to have 5 and one other member was due to leave. Therefore it was agreed to wait for the formal resignation of that person and then bring more people into the group again. 

There was still concern that one tenant had ‘concreted in’ some of the wooden posts for his fruit plants.

It was agreed that a formal letter should be sent to the allotment tenants regarding their ‘derelict’ plots and to discuss the Allotment Liaison Group at the next Council meeting.
AGREED: To write formal letters to the tenants with uncultivated plots

(The Clerk was to organise the wording and timing of the letters with Cllrs Clover and Turner).


	SPC 118/11
	TREES IN THE PARISH

The Parish tree survey had been commissioned but a start date had not been received for the survey as yet.

As a result of risk assessments in the parish, a number of trees had been identified as requiring minor tree surgery (eg crown lifting the small tree on Send Marsh Green).

AGREED: For minor tree surgery to be carried out in the parish on identified trees 


	SPC 119/11
	PLANNING

It was noted that there had been no Planning Committee meetings held since 6th September.



	SPC 120/11
	COMMUNICATIONS

SEND SCOUTS BONFIRE
Members received and considered a request from 1st St Mary’s Scout Group to hold the annual bonfire celebration on Send Marsh Green on 5th November 2011.
It was agreed to thank the Scouts for running this annual community event.

AGREED: To give permission to Send Scouts to use Send Marsh Green for the annual bonfire celebration
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS (LISTED ON CLERK’S REPORT)

Living Landscapes for Parish and Town Councils - There was an invitation to a Living Landscapes seminar run by Surrey Wildlife Trust, to be held at the Lancaster Hall on Friday 18th November 1.30pm- 5.30pm. Members noted the date. Cllr. L. Parker-Picken was to attend.
Parking in Sandy Lane/Farm Lane - Concerns had been received from a resident of Farm Lane regarding parking in the area when the football club were using the recreation ground. 
A  number of residents in Farm Lane had been upset about cars pushing through and angry drivers getting cross with the residents.There had been parking over driveways, on corners every Saturday and Sunday. A resident was blocked in their own drive one week because cars were parked in Farm Lane (a private road) and the resident could not cut his hedge.
Members discussed the issues. It was suggested that the football club manage parking with some cones, or be allowed to park on the recreation ground when dry. However it was commented that it was impractical to park on the rec. during the football season. It was also noted that sometimes three matches were going on at a weekend day and that part of the agreement with the club was to ensure they didn’t park in Sandy Lane area if at all possible.
Agreed: To write to Send United asking them to address the parking issues
Civic Remembrance Service – There was an invitation to the Civic Remembrance Service on Sunday 13th November at Holy Trinty Church in Guildford. It was noted that this was on the same day as the Send Remembrance Service which was attended by Send Councillors.


	SPC

121/11
	HIGHWAYS AND OTHER MATTERS
The following Highway matters were reported either to be brought to the attention of Surrey County Council and Guildford Borough Council or to be noted as complete:
1. It was noted that the entry to Farm Lane had been marked for repair.
2. The road surface on the apron at the top of Woodlands Road was breaking up.

3. There was a flytip near the culvert in London Road – already reported.

4. A request for an extension to the footpath in Potters Lane was being investigated.

5. The top of Send Barns Lane road surface had been marked ready for repair.

6. The huge pothole had been repaired at Send Dip.


	SPC 122/11
	CONFIDENTIAL
APPROVED: In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at Item 24 of the Agenda, the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
 

	SPC 123/11
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

Members received and considered the following items:

a) Appointment of a litter picker for the recreation ground

b) An issue relating to the cemetery



	SPC 124/11
	DATE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
The date of the next Council Meeting was noted: Monday 21st November 2011



The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.04 p.m. 
Date:  21/11/11                                            Chairman:  J Manktelow
