SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.45PM

IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	*
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	o
*
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	*
*
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officer Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)


PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m:
Mr. J. Creasey notified the Council that leaves were blocking the gutters over the shops at the parade again (This was previously considered a safety issue). It was agreed to investigate.
	SPC 148/10

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence from Cllr. J. Harris was received and accepted.


	SPC
149/10
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	There were no disclosures of interest on any items on the agenda.


	SPC
150/10
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17th January 2011 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	SPC 151/10
	CHAIRMAN’S/CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. The Chairman had nothing to report.
2. The Clerk reported the following matters in the month following the Council Meeting held on 20th December 2010:

2.1. Excel Course - The clerk had attended an ‘Excel’ course on Friday 28th January to improve computer skills.
2.2. ‘Ripley & Send Matters’ - A submission had been made on behalf of the Parish Council to the Ripley & Send Matters publication. (Items included had been agreed at the previous Council meeting).

2.3. Trees in the parish – Cllr. J. Aldridge and the Clerk had met Mr. F. Smith to talk about some of the trees he was concerned about in the parish.
2.4. Land off Potters Lane - Cllr. J. Aldridge, Cllr. T. Goldup and the Clerk had met with Mr. Cowan of Send Holme, Potters Lane, who had purchased a large amount of the land off Potters Lane. (It had been brought to the attention of the Council due to notification of a boundary dispute over ownership of an area where trees were adjacent to the public footpath). Mr. Cowan had explained details about his plans which involved protecting the land by using it for sheep and cattle to graze. It was commented therefore that he would be a ‘responsible owner of the land’. 
There were however still smaller plots in the same locality which had not yet been sold and it was explained that until all plots had been sold, the land could not be registered. Two were believed to have been purchased by Send residents and one owner was considering having chickens on his land. The smaller plot adjacent to the houses in Potters Lane had been sold to a land banking company. Gates had been reinstated in all the boundaries.
2.5. Vehicle Activated Signs - The 3rd March 2011 had been booked now for 4 volunteers to train to maintain the VAS. 
2.6. Allotments – There had been a problem with the combination lock on the barrier to the allotments but this had now been rectified.
 

	SPC 152/10
	POLICE REPORT

There was an apology for absence from PCSO K. Holland. The Crime Statistics would be provided at a later date.


	SPC 153/10
	BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
The Borough Councillors were invited to give a report on issues they had dealt with from the previous meeting and to provide information on other items on the agenda.

Borough Cllr. T. Patrick reported on the following item:

Sandy Lane – Although Sandy Lane had been swept as agreed, a request for a second sweep  had been required to complete the work. It was also explained that the Surrey roads were now being maintained by a new contractor. Cllr. Patrick was on a Borough Committee for the Olympics cycle racing route to go through Ripley, West Horsley, Clandon, Shere and Burgess Hill. It was suggested that an article about it could be written for Ripley & Send Matters.
Borough and County Councillor K. Taylor reported on the following items:
Surrey Roads – The new ‘Surrey Roads’ contract had had stricter standards imposed on it to improve the quality of the improvements carried out on the roads.(A Member commented that the Surrey roads ‘couldn’t get much worse’ than they already were).  
Street lighting – An email had been sent to the street lighting officer at Surrey County Council to confirm the situation regarding the replacement of the Parish Council’s street lighting columns in error. There was nothing to report as yet regarding this. 


	SPC 154/10
	COMMUNICATIONS

1. ST MARY’S SCOUTS – MAY FAIR
Members received and considered a request from Send 1st (St Mary’s) Scouts to use the recreation ground for the Annual May Fair.
AGREED: To give permission to Send 1st (St Mary’s) Scout Group to use the recreation ground for the Annual May Fair
AGREED: To reserve a pitch for Send Parish Council at the cost of £25

2. FULLER’S VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION
Members received and considered an invitation to enter Fuller’s Surrey Village of the Year 2011 competition. It was suggested that as many improvements had been carried out in the village recently it would be a good year to enter this competition. Cllr. M. Bruton offered to help run the project and it was agreed to ask Linda Parker-Picken to assist.

RESOLVED: To enter Fuller’s Surrey Village of the Year 2011 Competition 
3. Members received the following communications listed on the Clerk’s report:

3.1. ROYAL SURREY COUNTY HOSPITAL  
Members each received a copy of the latest newsletter for the Royal Surrey County Hospital.
3.2. GUILDFORD EMBROIDERY 
There was an invitation to view an exhibition of ‘Works in Progress’ for the 2012 Guildford Embroidery on Saturday 26th March 2011.
4. Members received the following communications after the agenda has been prepared:

4.1. PT FITNESS CAMP
Members received and considered a request from PT Fitness Camp to use the recreation ground for an hour on Monday mornings for an outdoor fitness class with a personal trainer.
One member commented that it was a good idea to have a local class like this and it would be all part of encouraging local people to get fit. However, it was suggested that a donation should be required to go towards the upkeep of the recreation ground facilities.

There were concerns about public liability insurance and whether the outdoor fitness equipment would be used as part of the class. This was to be investigated. 
It was again noted that there had been many comments about how ‘wonderful’ the new play and fitness equipment was from members of the public.
4.2. SURREY ASSOCIATION AGM
There was a notification of the Surrey Association (SCAPT) AGM on Wednesday 2nd March at 7pm. Cllr. N. Oades agreed to attend on behalf of the Council.


	SPC 155/10
	EMERGENCY PLAN
1. WORKING GROUP REPORT
Members received a report from the working group appointed to create an Emergency Plan for Send. The report was given by Cllr. M. Bruton. 

The working group were aware that Guildford Borough Council already had a comprehensive Emergency Plan for the Borough,  therefore it was discussed what was appropriate to meet the specific needs of the village of Send. A “Help Your Neighbours Scheme” was suggested and this was considered the most appropriate.  A list would need to be prepared of those willing and able to help, and who agreed to be noted on a ‘Register of Resources and Skills for Send’. The plan was to circulate a form on which people could register any skills or resources that they had that could be used in the community. The idea would be promoted through Ripley & Send Matters, at the Annual Parish Meeting and at the May Fair.

Contact would be made with ‘Send Help’ to discuss what they could do as the plan would include checking on the elderly to make sure they had all they needed. (It was noted that caution needed to be taken in a plan regarding elderly residents who might not be happy dealing with strangers). 
Mr. Dai Williams commented that it was interesting to hear about the Parish Council plans. In his opinion people generally were only interested in the area close to them so a neighbourhood watch scheme would be helpful. It might also be worth considering a simple but not costly mechanism with a ‘telephone cascade’ of 50 people who could be alerted within 10 minutes of a problem. 

It was explained that the plan was still in the early stages and after consultation it would be organised in more detail. Other parish council emergency plans were also being investigated.
2. ‘HELP YOUR NEIGHBOURS SCHEME’
Members were asked to approve the plans to set up the ‘Help your Neighbours Scheme’.

APPROVED: The setting up and promoting of a ‘Help Your Neighbourhood Scheme’

3. FIBROPTIC TELEPHONE CABLES FOR SEND
Members received and considered a proposal to write to BT requesting fibroptic telephone cables for Send. It was explained that fibroptic cables are less costly than lead and are not fragile as one might assume.
RESOLVED: To write to BT requesting a change to fibroptic cables for Send

It was also commented that was still a BT tent over the Send Barns Road manhole cover at the top of the hill which looked unsightly and other debris around belonging to BT. It was therefore agreed to include this in the letter to BT.

It was noted that Mr. D. Williams who had a local business had received compensation from BT due to the disruption and suggested that this possible option was advertised on the website.


	SPC 156/10
	STREET LIGHTING
1. INCREASE IN ENERGY CHARGES
The street lighting maintenance contractor for the Parish Council had received several emails recently advising them of a near 50% increase in the current supplier’s charges so they were advising all clients to urgently re-acquaint themselves with their current agreement, allowing time to explore the options before the agreement expired.
As County Cllr. K Taylor was still awaiting a reply to his email regarding whether the responsibility for the new columns was going to be taken on by the County Council, it was agreed that no decisions would be taken until this had been established.

2. ENERGY QUOTES  
Members received a recommendation from the maintenance contractor to authorise a company called Energy Costs Advisors  to seek competitive quotes on behalf of the Council.

AGREED: To authorise Energy Costs Advisors to seek competitive quotes for energy on behalf of the Council 


	SPC 157/10
	BUSH LANE WOODLAND
Cllr. J. Aldridge, Cllr. T. Goldup and the Clerk had met with Frances Halstead from Surrey Wildllife Trust to discuss plans for the area.
There was to be a work party on 2nd April to coincide with ‘Best’ week’s community clean up day. Frances was also planning to cut down the invasive bamboo in the area.
Investigations were being made regarding the underground services at the corner of Bush Lane where it was hoped to tidy up a car parking area and install the bollards removed from the top of the woodland walk. Also there was a plan to install a gate in the area.

The noticeboard for the top of the woodland walk was being organised. It was also suggested that a large ‘redundant’ seat at Maple Road playground could be moved here instead. 

There was concern that the dumping of garden refuse was still continuing despite the notices up. As the original cost of the disposal of the rubbish had been so high, it was agreed to contact Guildford Borough to explore other alternatives.

It was noted that 100 free trees and shrubs had been obtained but they would need shields.

AGREED: To purchase shields for the new trees at a total cost of £75 



	SPC 158/10
	SEND REFURBISHMENT
1. RECREATION GROUND AND MAPLE ROAD PLAYGROUND
Members received an update on the project on the recreation ground. The working group had discussed seating and planting but were still investigating the ideas. It had been suggested that a circular seat around a tree would be a good idea for the public to shelter or for shade but a tree was felt to be too vulnerable. An umbrella design was being investigated.

One member commented that she liked the large boulders seen in Woking park, for seating. 

The new play equipment and trees had been put in at Maple Road and it was agreed to investigate new seating to locate under the trees for shade.  
2. TARMAC PATH
Two quotes for a tarmac path had been received but it was agreed to only make a decision when another quote had been received. 
3. STRUCTURAL ENGINEER/PROJECT MANAGER FOR PUBLIC TOILET
Members received and considered quotes for a structural engineer for the public toilet.

RESOLVED: To accept a quote of £1575 for the public toilet structural engineer 
Members discussed whether a project manager was needed for the project and it was agreed that the Clerk had too much work on already and quotes should be obtained for this service. 


	SPC 159/10
	FINANCIAL MATTERS

1. CHEQUE LIST/ BANK RECONCILIATION 
Members approved the list of cheques for signing. Two members checked the up to date bank reconciliation.
2. ANNUAL REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT

Members received and considered an Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit (Reg. 6(3) Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006. (The details had been provided to Members prior to the meeting).  
It was agreed that the internal audit was considered effective and met the needs of the Council. However it was commented that it would be beneficial to have an independent selective view of the cemetery income as this was a major part of the Council’s work.
APPROVED: The Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit 2010/11   
3. INSURANCE OF NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT
Members noted that the costs for insuring the new play equipment might be higher than budgeted for. Therefore the Council were being asked to approve virement of monies from budget code 491 (continguency) to 611/1 (insurance) in case of this situation. 
APPROVED: Virement from Budget Code 491 to Code 611/1 of a maximum of £200  


	SPC 160/10 


	YOUTH CLUB
The Clerk reported on a meeting (initiated by Linda Parker Picken) with the former leader of the Send Youth Club, Viv Ottoway and Marie Silvester of Surrey Community Action. It was to investigate whether a Youth Club could be started up again in Send.
Linda and Viv had visited the Ripley youth club which was running quite well but with a younger age group probably than Send.  

Send Village Club had been willing to host a youth club but had been ‘put off’ by the red tape involved, however they now had up to 15 young people at the Village Club each evening using the facilities anyway. 

It was suggested therefore that it was investigated first whether a youth club was still needed and if so perhaps a formal one started at the Village Club on a Monday when it was closed to the public. Marie confirmed that she was able to to help with the paperwork involved.

Members were asked to approve the transfer of funds held in the Parish Council main account to a holding account for the youth club. This would separate the amount allocated for the youth club from the current costing structure for the Parish Council. 
The Pay Pal account was suggested as a ‘temporary’ holding account.

RESOLVED: To transfer funds from the Parish Council account to a holding account (Pay Pal) for the youth club 

	SPC 161/10
	CEMETERY
1. MONTHLY CEMETERY REPORT
Members viewed a list of all transactions of cemetery income since April 2010 which indicated that it had been a ‘busy’ year of administration.
2. REPLACEMENT SECTION OF WATER SYSTEM

Members received and considered quotes for replacing a section of the water system. 
RESOLVED: To accept the lowest quote of £667.20 to replace cemetery piping
It was suggested that the size of piping in the quote was checked and the details confirmed.


	SPC 162/10
	PLANNING
1. PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Members noted the minutes of the Planning Committee (who were delegated to submit responses to Guildford Borough Council on current planning applications).

2. LICENCE APPLICATION ASALET CAFÉ 
Member received and considered a licence application and an increase in opening hours from the Asalet Café, 155 Send Road.

The Council had been made aware by local residents of their concerns regarding this application for a licence on these premises.

Members discussed the reasons for objecting to the approval of the licence including the issues regarding underage drinking, additional noise, litter, traffic and activity in this area late in the evening. All these could adversely impact on adjacent neighbours. It was commented that there are already three other outlets in the village where alcohol was available for purchase – the post office, Patels and McColls.

However some members considered it iimportant to encourage successful businesses in the area particularly during the current economic climate. The café was considered an asset to the village and was popular among residents and local businesses and well subscribed. 

However it was considered that if the licence were to be approved, certain constraints and restrictions should address the problems which could arise from the increased hours and licence.
It was presumed that those using the café in the evening would intend to consume the alcohol on the premises and not outside. Therefore it should be stated that the forecourt would not be available for a seating area in the evening so that all activity would generally be confined within the premises. All alcohol sold would also need to be stated as being only available to consume on the premises.
AGREED: To submit a response to the licence application for the Asalet Café  to Guildford Borough incorporating all views discussed


	SPC 163/10
	HIGHWAYS

1. SANDFIELDS DEVELOPMENT
County Councillor K. Taylor reported that there had been delays on the repair of the kerbstones, work on the carpark and green due to problems with the contractor. It was hoped that the work would be complete soon.

One member commented that it had been a dangerous area for some time now and surprising that no accidents had happened there.
2. OTHER HIGHWAY MATTERS

The following highway matters were discussed and it was agreed to report these to
Surrey County Council Highways:

1. Drain cover loose opposite to the Shell garage, Portsmouth Road

2. Drain cover missing at Mays Corner

3. Potholes in Sandy Lane

4. Deep potholes in the junction of Potters Lane/Vicarage Lane

5. No cats eyes on the Portsmouth Road.

6. Poor road surface outside Woodhill Cottage, Woodhill

7. Road sign fallen on triangle at junction of Woodhill/Vicarage Lane

8. Sign fallen outside Ewbanks, London Road  


	SPC 164/10
	FUTURE DATES
Members noted that the next Council Meeting was to be held on Monday 21st March 2011 
The following dates were also noted: The Annual Parish Meeting – Friday 1st April 2011

Brighten Send and Tidy It Up Week (BEST week) 26th March – 2nd April 2011

Saturday 26th March (Swap Shop) Saturday 2nd April (Community Clean Up)

Parish Council Elections – Thursday 5th May 2011


The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 p.m.
 Date:  21/03/11                                  Chairman: Janet Manktelow
