SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 15TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.45PM

IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	o
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
*
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	o
o
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)


Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m:
The owner of 115 Send Road advised the Council of his concerns regarding the removal of the bus shelter outside his property. (The bus shelter was to be re-sited further up the road). He was aware that these things took a long time and although he had found the County Officers very helpful, he would have prefered more formal correspondence with the Parish Council during the waiting period. 

In consultation with the Clerk, it was explained that the reason why there had not been any letter sent to him was because there had been nothing concrete to say. 
The Chairman apologised on behalf of the Council and it was agreed that a formal letter would be sent to him. County Councillor K. Taylor offered to help where he could.

A resident of the Mays Corner end of Send Barns Lane advised Members that he was continuing in his objections to the pedestrianisation scheme. No alterations had been made to the area at Mays Corner, only a sign saying it was a cycleway as well as footway. In his opinion it had been a waste of time and money. 
The resident was advised to express his views directly to Surrey County Council.

It was reported that it appeared that the Roman Catholic Church building was up for sale but noone at the Council Meeting was able to provide any details.

	SPC 164/09

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M. Clover, Cllr C. Roche and Cllr H. Turner. 

	SPC
165/09
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	There were no declarations of interest.


	SPC
166/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th February 2010 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
The Confidential Minutes Item 18 from the Council Meeting held on 15th February were signed as a correct record.


	SPC 167/09
	POLICE  REPORT

PCSO K. Holland was unable to attend. The Clerk read out the Police report:

Crimes: 3 thefts (1 from a motor vehicle), 1 burglary,1 assault and 1 damage to vehicle
VAS Signs: The VAS sign on the Broadmeads appeared to be working well but the one in Send Marsh was not always working reliably. However, the Council had been advised to periodically change the locations of the VAS signs.
Agreed: To move the Broadmeads VAS to a location near to Send First School

     

	SPC
168/09

	 CHAIRMAN’S/ CLERK’S REPORT
The Chairman reported attendance at the Bush Lane Woodland ‘Clear-up’ the previous Saturday and commented that she had been pleasantly surprised at such a good turn out. Everyone was thanked for their hard work.

 Members received and considered the Clerk’s report (items not included in the agenda) 
· The street lighting itinerary was almost complete. 

· The Chairman and Clerk were to attend the Annual Mayor’s Reception on 17th   March

· The bus shelter at Send Mays Corner was to be re-sited by the end of March.

· There was to be a Send walk included in the Walkfest Summer publication. Linda Parker-Picken explained that the walk was around St. Mary’s Church, Send and stewards had been arranged at the church. The History Society had been contacted for next year. It was noted that Bor. Cllr. T. Patrick was the Chairman of the Guildford Summer festival for future reference. 
· The website was still undergoing improvements and tidying up.
· The tree surgeons were to complete all the necessary tree surgery in the Parish by the end of March.


	SPC 169/09

	COMMUNICATIONS
1.  SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL ‘REAL TIME’ INFORMATION
Surrey County Council had launched it’s new ‘real time’ travel information webpages. Listed roadworks, congestion hotspots and bus and train departures were all included in this valuable resource.

2.  SURREY RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING SEMINAR
There was a Surrey Rural Affordable Housing Seminar at Loseley Park on Wednesday 24th March 2010 

3  QUESTIONAIRE ON GAINING PLACES IN LOCAL SCHOOLS OF CHOICE
Shere Parish Council were researching other parishes’ experiences in gaining places at junior and secondary schools of their choice. To gain understanding of the nature and scale of the problem, Shere was asking all local parishes to help them by completing a questionaire.
It was agreed that there was not a reasonable alternative to George Abbot provided for Secondary School age children in the village. The current main alternative was Bishop David Brown which was very difficult to get to, by car, bicycle or public transport.

Agreed: That Cllr. M. Bruton would complete the Schools questionaire on behalf of Send Parish Council 

4. CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

Campaign to Protect Rural England were asking supporters to write to MPs to commit to protect the countryside ( a suggested letter was provided for those interested).

It was noted that the CPRE society had been well supported by Send residents during the discussions on the South East Plan. 
Agreed: To put the CPRE request for support on the Send Village Website 
5. GUILDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL – HAVE YOUR SAY

There were two consultation events at Guildford Borough Council concerning future services for older people in Guildford Borough and its parishes. Village groups would have an opportunity to have their say on Wednesday 24th March at 4.30pm. 
Agreed: To forward the information to the Send Over 60s and Send Help
6. BULLETINS – SURREY YOUTH NEWS AND OPEN SPACES SOCIETY

There were bulletins from Surrey Youth News and Open Spaces Society to view.

7. LANCASTER HALL
The Lancaster Hall Minutes were available to view. It was noted that there had been a leak in the old metal roof over the main hall corridor but it was hoped that the new repair had solved the problem. The redecoration of the Upper hall ceiling was yet to be discussed.
8. STREET NAMING – NEW DEVELOPMENT OFF BRAMBLE WAY
There was a proposal from Guildford Borough Council for naming the access road in the new development off Linden Way, Send Marsh. The two suggestions were Boughton Hall Copse or Boughton Hall Oaks. It was felt that these names would cause confusion to anyone trying to access the new road because it implied that it was ‘off Boughton Hall Avenue’ rather than Linden Way.
Agreed: To object to the proposed names for the access road in the new development off Linden Way. To suggest naming the road after a tree like all other roads in the area
9. ARTICLE IN RIPLEY AND SEND MATTERS
It was agreed that the Send Parish Council article in the Spring issue of the Ripley and Send Matters publication was positive and forward looking.

Cllr. N. Oades was thanked for her work in presenting it in the magazine.


	SPC 170/09

	‘BEST WEEK’
Members received a report on the ‘BrightEn Send and Tidy it up’ project by Linda Parker-Picken.
Linda explained that last year for the first time, BEST week was run as an extension to the litter sweeps that had been taking place in the parish periodically since the Parish Plan was begun in 2006.  The intention was to organise and promote various eco-friendly activities in the village during one week in March. Last year there had been a pleasing response, with almost 70 people joining in in one way or another on the last day, and therefore it had been decided to run the week again this year. 
Linda with Debbie Hurdle, had arranged a mail shot to local organisations including both schools, Little Owl, both churches, the Guides, Brownies and Scouts, Send Help, the WI and SADS.  Linda, as a member of a group called Community Recyclers, also had approached Guildford’s recycling section and arranged with their help to hold a Bring and Take or Swap It at the start of the week.  This was effectively a kind of freecycling, where people bring good quality items they don’t want and other people can help themselves from what’s on offer.  It was a new idea for Send but other villages in the borough had been successfully holding them for several years. 
Guildford had paid for the hire of the Lancaster Hall on 20 March, for printing leaflets to be distributed with Ripley and Send Matters and for posters to go up around the village.  They would be sending a rep to the Swap It to address questions on recycling and a climate change specialist to advise on energy saving measures.  At the end of the morning, everything recyclable was to be taken away by the volunteers and Guildford was to send a refuse truck for the rubbish. The Debra shop was to receive anything left that looked good enough.
At the end of the week, on Saturday 27 March, there was to be the village-wide litter sweep.  Instead of doing additional planting as last year, some volunteers would join a working party at the Heath Field which Florence Spencer had arranged with GBC to coincide with the BEST Week dates.  Here there would be help from the Scouts and the intention was to mend the kick rail, litter pick, cut back excess vegetation from the boardwalk and perhaps use a boat to clear litter from the lake. 

A group of volunteers would be sent to the Bush Lane woods.  Last year the Guides and Brownies worked on that area.  They would be joining in again and it had been agreed with Frances Halstead from Surrey Wildlife Trust that they would go and litter pick there (there had been evidence of a lot of rubbish on Saturday 13th March at the workparty) The bamboo would also be removed and fashioned into bee nests with children by Frances at a later date.
The activities on 27th had been advertised extensively:  in Ripley & Send Matters, St Mary’s March magazine, in Send Help letters and emails to volunteers, by the Gardening Society and on posters round the village. Many emails had also been sent.
Linda gave details of what each of the organisations was doing during BEST week.
It was commented that a lot of people were taking part in the scheme and the Chairman thanked Linda for all her hard work on the project.


	SPC 171/09
	BUSH LANE WOODLAND
WORKPARTY 13TH MARCH AND PLANS FOR 27TH MARCH
Members received a report on the Surrey Wildlife Trust and residents workparty on 13th March 2010.

All residents in the area had been notified in a letter of the workparty and tree work to be carried out, a week in advance. 

The work party had been well attended. Under the supervision of Frances Halstead from the Wildlife Trust, a considerable amount of holly had been cleared.

It was planned to litter pick, to continue with the previous work and to remove some of the invasive bamboo at the workparty on 27th March to tie in with BEST week. 

TREE SURGERY

Members received a report on the tree surgery in the Parish to date and plans for Bush Lane.
The Tree Surgeons had given the assurance that all works would be completed by the end of the March but they would notify the Council of the exact dates they intended to be in Bush Lane Woodland. 
COSTS AND TIMETABLE OF WORK

The recommended Spring Survey by Surrey Wildlife Trust would take place in April/May 2010 and cost £350. A subsequent management plan for the woods would cost £500.  


	SPC 172/09
	SEND REFURBISHMENT
PLANTING SCHEME AT SEND PARADE

Members received and considered two suggested schemes of planting for the strip of land adjacent to Send Parade presented by one of the two appointed designers. 
Cllr. J. Aldridge explained that some trial holes had been dug to look at the soil content. There was to be chestnut fencing around the perimeter to protect the growing plants. 
It was recommended that the Council employ a landscape contractor to carry out the work rather than trying to do it with volunteers because of the scale of the work. 

There was concern about the maintenance of the plants in the future but agreed that generally the plants were low maintenance.

It was noted that details of the utilities in the area had been obtained and were to be submitted to SCC Highways for permission to work in that area.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Aldridge and seconded by Cllr. T. Goldup and    
RESOLVED: To approve the planting design Scheme B for the strip of land adjacent to Send Parade and to obtain costs of plants and  quotes for the work from local contractors  
   

	SPC 173/09
	REPORTS
1. ALLOTMENTS – There had been concern over one untidy plot but it was now being attended to. 
2. PLANNING – Members noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view.
3. CEMETERY – A proof of the new Cemetery map had been received to be amended.
It was reported that due to Winter conditions , the soil in the pit was unsuitable for infilling sunken graves. It was recommended that soil be bought in.

Agreed: To purchase sufficient soil necessary for grave infills


	SPC 174/09
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
Members approved the cheques for signing and up to date Bank Reconciliation.


	SPC 175/09 
SPC 176/09

SPC 177/09

SPC 178/09
SPC 179/09
	RECREATION GROUND
1. FLYING SAUCER
Members received and considered a revised quote for a ‘Flying Saucer’ to replace the broken equipment on the playground. 

RESOLVED: To purchase a Flying Saucer for the Playground at a revised cost of £2280 (to be financed by virement from the contingency provision (482) to v. 480/2).
2. GRANT AID APPLICATION – BOUNDARY FENCING
Members noted that a Grant Aid claim (deadline 31st March 2010) was about to be made for boundary fencing at the corner of the Recreation ground completed in 2009.    
3. OTHER REPAIRS/ INCLUDING MAPLE ROAD

It was noted that, for safety reasons, the roof had been removed from the Multi Play equipment.

The slide steps at Maple Road playground were broken. Mr. Weller was to repair them.

HEATHFIELD
Members received and considered a report on the Heathfield Grazing project. 
The Heathfield Committee were all delighted that the interpretation boards were now installed on the site. The boards were sturdy and well designed. 
Regarding Water supply for the cows, Guildford Borough Council were about to start discussions with residents to access and install the water from Sanger Drive. 
Some Send Road residents understood that there would be access to Sanger Drive from their back gardens, without going through the field.  The location of the fence now meant this was not possible. In order to accommodate getting bikes out to Sanger Drive for work journeys it had been requested that the gate on the Send Road fencing be altered to accommodate this. Changes were made but these made the access space smaller nor larger. However there were concerns about the cows not escaping. A request was being made for a change in the design of the gate. 
One committee member had been working on the Management Plan

They were taking part in ‘’BEST’ week and had already planned a work party for Saturday 27th March, the scouts would be joining them and other volunteers from the village.  They were organising a boat to clear the litter from the pond, general litter pick, repair of the kick rail and cutting back the foliage around the boardwalk.   

Regarding the cows, it was reported that they were coming at Easter. The water was to be installed first. It was noted that the ground had been very wet this year and it would have to dry out first.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND MAY FAIR
1. Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting on 14th May were discussed. It was suggested that the representative of the Surrey Community Foundation could be invited to give a talk on setting up a village fund with private donors.

AGREED: To invite a representative from the Surrey Community Foundation to the Annual Parish Meeting to talk about setting up a village fund
2. Members considered suggestions for the May Fair. It was commented that it was a good opportunity to communicate with the public and consult on plans and projects.

AGREED: To have a stall at the May Fair displaying the design plans for the Recreation Ground and Planting Scheme for the Parade. To have a ‘Wish List’ Box for residents to write their views
HIGHWAYS
The following matters for concern were reported (to report to SCC Highways): 
1. There was a large amount of rubble and rubbish dumped in the stream below Ewbanks in the London Road.
2. By Tudor Barn, Woodhill, a rabbit hutch and run and black sacks had been dumped.
3. Down from Woodhill Cottages, there were some large potholes and the bank adjacent to the road had been severely eroded so only one vehicle was able to pass.

4. At the junction of Potters Lane and Send Hill, a gulley cover was loose.

It was noted that there were currently many potholes and Highways issues in the County and therefore SCC Highways were having to carefully prioritise the work.
 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
1. ‘BrightEn Send and Tidy it up’  was taking place on 20th – 27th March. ‘
2.  ‘Have your say – a public question time event was taking place on 25th March 2010
(7 – 9 pm) at Dorking Halls. Surrey residents would be able to raise their issues and put their questions to Surrey County Council and other civic and business leaders.

3. The Police Panel Meeting was being held on 16th March (Lancaster Hall)


	SPC          DATE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

180/09 


       Members noted the date of the next Council meeting – 19th April 2010 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 p.m.
Date Approved: 19.4.10                                             Chairman J. Manktelow
