SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

  HELD ON MONDAY 17TH AUGUST 2009 AT 7.45PM 

    IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Aldridge     
	(Chairman of this meeting)      

	o
o
	Cllr J Manktelow
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	o
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
*
	Cllr J Harris
Cllr N Oades
	

	o
*
	Cllr C Roche
Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)

Members of the public were invited to address the Council:

Mr. Mutton, along with a number of other residents of Bush Lane and surrounding area, presented a petition to the Council with 67 names objecting to the clearance of undergrowth at the Bush Lane area which they felt was a devastation of the natural woodland. Various concerns were expressed including whether wildlife may have been destroyed including endangered species and the place was now open to unwelcome visitors such as bikers etc.

Cllr. J. Aldridge explained that the Parish Council acted in good faith and what it considered to be in the best interests of the public and in accordance with the Council’s Agreement with Surrey County Council which stated:

To keep the demised premises clean and free from weeds and tidy the grass cut and keep all ditches, ponds and watercourses cleaned and in good order and permit the use of the demises premises for the purpose of an open space for providing air and recreation or as a pleasure ground for the general public 
In addition, the Woodland is registered Common Land and therefore is to be accessible for the public, for most activities carried out on foot

The Councillors instigating the project had considered the state of the area, covered in nettles and brambles, to be a Health and Safety risk for the following reasons:

1. Scratches to people and clothing, or nettle stings, as all paths had become overgrown

2. Extensive overgrowth provided the opportunity for mugging

3. If someone collapsed or was injured in the undergrowth, they could be hidden for some considerable time.
If work had been limited to clearance, because of the dips and hollows resulting from the extraction of sand by villagers in the past, it would not have been possible to cut the area regularly and the brambles and nettles would return. It was considered therefore, that the contract required some grading so that the area could be grassed and mowed as necessary. (Note: It was suggested that the rampant nettle and bramble growth was partly due to the regular disposal of garden refuse in the area!)

Regarding the habitat for wildlife, it was considered that the project was returning the area to grassland as it was 30+ years ago and as required in the lease from SCC. The perimeter habitat was largely being untouched and would remain a residence for burrowing and ground level animals along with tree dwelling animals. All trees would remain except those that were dead or dangerous which would be removed. (Note: A number of trees were found to be ‘bleeding’ and the Forestry Commission were currently monitoring their condition to find what was causing this).

Earth barriers would be created at possible vehicle entrance points to prevent access by flytippers or travellers.

In view of the above where the site was being largely returned to its original grassland condition and there was only minor disturbance to the perimeter habitat, an environmental study or consultation with residents was not considered necessary.

Cllr. John Aldridge explained that the Bush Lane Clearance was included as a project in the Parish Council Budget in November 2008. The clearance was planned to take place at the end of August/beginning of September so that the nesting time for the birds would be completed and before the children returned to school. However the chosen contractor became able to start the work earlier than planned rather than in September. Unfortunately, there had been little time to advise neighbouring residents of the work.
The Parish Council apologised to the neighbouring residents about the lack of prior consultation and agreed to take serious note of their concerns about the destruction of wildlife habitat. The work on-site had now stopped until advice from the Borough Council’s wildlife specialist was received and subsequent work in the area would now be under the guidance and supervision of this officer and in close consultation with the Surrey Wildlife Trust. All residents adjoining the area would be advised about what was going to happen.


	SPC 056/09     
SPC 057/09

	CHAIRMAN
As the previous Chairman had stood down at the Council meeting held on 20th July 2009 and the Vice – Chairman was absent, it was 
Agreed: That Cllr. J. Aldridge would Chair the meeting
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. J. Manktelow, Cllr. M. Bruton, Cllr. M. Clover, Cllr. N. Oades, Cllr. C. Roche and Borough and County Cllr. K. Taylor


	 SPC
058/09
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr. T. Goldup declared a personal interest in the public discussion on Bush Lane – he knew the contractors socially.


	SPC
059/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 20th July were to be approved at the next Council meeting in September.


	SPC
060/09

	 CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported that there had been a good response to the Heathfield Consultation with around 50 responses to date. However, as requested by a concerned Councillor the deadline for submissions had been moved from early August to the end of August to give more time during the holiday period.


	SPC
061/09


	COMMUNICATIONS
No urgent communications had been received


	SPC 062/09
SPC 063/09


	SEND REFURBISHMENT DESIGN COMPETITION
Members received and considered a proposal to agree a Masterplan and new Brief for the Design for Send Parade and Shops incorporating the ideas from the Competition Entries (Members had received a summary of the discussions at the Council meeting held on 20th July). This item was adjourned from the above meeting to this meeting for decision.

Members had agreed that the Council should revise the Brief taking into account new factors (new 106 monies were available and the football club were to use the facilities) and the best parts of both designs, and then have further discussions with the designers in order to make a Masterplan. If both designers agreed to work together, fees would need to be discussed accordingly
RESOLVED: To appoint Mr. D. Knight and Mrs. P. Hackett as joint designers subject to an agreeable arrangement by all parties 
To approve the fees for the Designers at a future Council Meeting
Agreed: To meet as a Working Group with the designers to amend the Brief, remake the Design and agree a Masterplan for further Council approval  
SEND UNITED
1. There was yet to be a report on the requirements of the Football Club and timetable for September. However it was
Agreed: To give permission to Send United Football Club to use the Recreation ground and Pavilion from September 2009
To ask for a contribution to the electricity 

Members received a request to install a second hand fridge in the Pavilion, which would be helpful to the club on tournament days. The £40 would be paid for by the Club 
Agreed: To investigate the age of the fridge and more details about the Health and Safety aspects of installing it before approving it 


	SPC 064/09
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
Members approved the cheques for signing.


	SPC
065/09

	PLANNING
It was noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view by interested members.


	SPC 066/09 
	HIGHWAY MATTERS
The following Highway matters were reported:
1. A large pothole was at the pathway at the end of Burnt Common Lane
2. Overgrown vegetation on roadside between Burnt Common and A3 sliproad caused obstructed sightlines for vehicles emerging from driveways
3. There was rubble located in the entrance to Send Parade Close
4. Lorries passing early morning were disturbing residents in Send Barns Lane.
5. There were works taking place alongside the A3 near the slip road to Send by Vicarage Lane – to be investigated.

It was reported that the Community Highways Gang would be in the area on 7th September. The Parish Council was invited to nominate areas for attention. The following three areas were nominated:

1. Most of the road signs needed cleaning but especially the Speed Restriction signs and the foliage around them cut back so that they could be seen 

2. The Portsmouth Road to Burnt Common Roundabout had had some work done to cut back foliage and tidy the footway so buggies/prams could be used along there but from the footpath that exited the Send Marsh Estate just beyond Boughton Hall Avenue entrance to Burnt Common the footway still needed urgent attention to widen it again to make it accessible for mothers with buggies. 

3. Graffitti on the top of the domb shaped equipment in the Recreation Ground, Send Road (less urgent) 

 

	SPC 067/09
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The following matters were noted:
1. There had been a cow (which had escaped from a local farm) on the allotments. It had taken over an hour to catch!
2. There was concern about a possible badger set or rats near Heathfield and whether it might affect the health of the cattle.
3. There was concern that the nearest road show introducing the new recycling arrangements was to be in Ripley. Cllr J. Harris suggested that it would be helpful to have something as well in Send. This was to be investigated.  


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 p.m.
Approved: 21/09/09
          



