SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

  HELD ON MONDAY 20TH JULY 2009 AT 7.45PM 

    IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Aldridge     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Manktelow
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	o
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	o
*
	Cllr J Harris
Cllr N Oades
	

	*
*
	Cllr C Roche
Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)




Prior to the start of the meeting there was a short talk by Mr. Derek Lake (SCC Highways) on the proposed new pedestrian crossing in Send Barns Lane. This was to be located outside Send First School to enable pedestrians to cross safely at this busy part of the road. Various options had been considered which had included installing a traffic island or pelican/zebra crossing, the resulting choice being simply to extend the verge into the road at the crossing point. It was hoped that the school would provide a school crossing patrol in support of the scheme. The overall plan also included improvements to and widening of the footway from Mays Corner to the Villages Medical Centre. Having consulted the school, Medical centre and the Borough and Parish Council, the next part of the consultation would be through the Send First school newsletter and Ripley and Send Matters publication. The Parish Council agreed to display maps of the plans for the public.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Lake for coming to present the project to the Parish Council. 

Members of the public were invited to address the Council after the talk:

Mrs. M. Jamieson had come to talk to the Council about Send United Football Club returning to use the Recreation ground for training and matches. She explained that there had been a change in management and it was felt that the club should return to be more part of the Community.

Members explained that the club had moved to St.Bedes School due to the uneven ground of the Rec. and advised that this was now checked as suitable by Referees. The Pavilion had been adapted for the Youth Club but the Council would be pleased to encourage the footballers to use it again. It was agreed that the Clerk would look at the facilities with Mrs. Jamieson and some proposals and a timetable would be provided for Council approval.
Mr. J. Creasey reported that the Café on the parade had closed. There was uncertainty as to whether it was permanent or simply for refurbishment.
	SPC 042/09

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There was an apology for absence from Cllr. M. Clover and Cllr. J. Harris


	 SPC
043/09
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr. H. Turner declared a personal interest in Item 9.1 on the Agenda, as an Allotment holder.


	SPC
044/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th June 2009 and the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 7th July 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


	SPC 045/09
	POLICE AND YOUTH CLUB REPORT

1. POLICE
PCSO K. Holland reported 13 crimes – 5 thefts, 3 criminal damages, 3 burglaries, 1 assault and 1 dangerous dog out of control in a public place.
There had been a strong police presence in Send recently targeting the hot spots where there had been shed thefts. This had caused a reduction in these crimes.
It was noted that the batteries had been changed in the VAS signs but they were not always working. Members commented that there had been a Community Speed Watch group in Send in the past but it had stopped due to lack of support. PCSO Holland agreed to email details to Cllr C. Roche for the Ripley and Send Matters publication’s next edition in order to gain interest from the public again.
The date for the next Police Panel Meeting was Tuesday 21st July 2009.  
2. YOUTH CLUB
Members received a report from Mrs. Viv Ottoway on the Youth Consultation evening run by Bruce Paterson, Rural Support Warden and held at the pavilion on 12th June 2009. It had been a successful evening with 27 young people attending and the young people had asked that the Youth Club would continue, that there would be some sport arranged and other events. They also wanted a climbing frame or shelter. 
As a follow up, a football coaching evening had been organised, run by Mr. Chris Ludlow who had had similar experience with a Youth Club in Sheerwater. 12 young people had attended and enjoyed the evening despite the rain. 

Viv appealed for more volunteers to help and said that they hoped to arrange more activities for September.

The Chairman thanked Viv for the work which was appreciated in the community and wished her well for the future. 
   

	SPC
046/09

	 CHAIRMAN’S/CLERK’S REPORT
The Chairman reported on the Community Clean up day held on 18th July. Despite a poor turn out it was still felt to have been a productive event.
The Chairman confirmed that he was standing down as Chair at the end of the meeting (it was agreed in May that he would only take the position for 3 months). A new Chairman would be elected in September and this might involve each Councillor taking a turn for 2 months.
Members received and considered the Clerk’s report: 
Website (17th June) – The Clerk met with Melissa Cupis who wished to discontinue with the editor’s role on the website A separate contact email was set up on the Parish Council computer. The Clerk is yet to follow up a contact with the Shere website designer – recommended by Shere clerk

Design for Send (19th June) – The Clerk, Cllrs Jill Harris and John Aldridge met with the 2 Design entrants at the Rec.. They agreed to produce designs a week prior to the next Council meeting.

Bus Shelter (26th June) -The Clerk, David Ligertwood (SCC Senior Transport Officer), Gavin  Smith (Highways), Cllr. Ted Goldup and Mr. Patrick Clark of 115 Send Road met to discuss the possible re-siting of the bus shelter at Mays Corner. It was a productive meeting – 3 alternatives were looked at - a. To move it in front of the strip of land adjacent to 115 (originally left as possible access to the development) b. To re-site in front of the offices further from the traffic lights (an improvement from a Highway point of view) or c. For the bus shelter to remain on the original site (objected to by Mr. Clark, the new resident). All parties agreed to await the decision of SCC.

Maple Road  - The Clerk and Cllr Ted Goldup met with Gavin Smith (Highways) at Maple Road playground to discuss installing an ‘escape gate’ and safety barrier by the road. Gavin agreed to schedule the work and to erect 2 playground warning signs providing the Council financed them.  
Send United Juniors (4th July) – used the Rec.and Pavilion for their tournament.

Working for your Council Course – The Clerk met up with 4 other local clerks and completed the first module of the course. Another 2 modules for group discussion were planned for end of July and early September (The course was made up of 6 modules).
ROSPA Play Inspection – this had already taken place. The Clerk is aware now that there needs to be an appointment if we want to know the date! The report is yet to be received. The safety matting has arrived and the safety signs for the ball court and Maple Road have been made – yet to be fixed. 

St.Marys Songs of Praise (12th July) – This event was held in the Lancaster Hall due to weather. Clerk reporting this because it was announced that the Charity supported by the event was the Send Rec youth club. (Many in Send now are supportive of the work)
Community Clean up (18th July) – All organisations in BEST week were informed.
Footpaths – FP 55 by the lakes (Sandy Lane) was under a 21 day closure due to a fallen tree. The Clerk had reported other overgrown footpaths but was told that Send was 14th on the list of Parishes in the Borough and Send was currently 6th on the list (End of June).
The Clerk had been in contact with Morgan Smithyes concerning the site up for auction at Mays Corner. There had been considerable interest in the site and bids were to be in by 7th August. Various charities and beneficiaries were involved in the sale. There had been consultation with GBC and the RC church.


	SPC 047/09

	COMMUNICATIONS
1) OVERGROWN HEDGE CHURCH ROOMS
A Parish Church Council Member had written concerning the overgrown bush in the War Memorial garden by the vehicular exit to the Church Rooms which was a potential hazard to passing pedestrians.

Agreed: To ask the Church Rooms gardener to cut back the bush to improve the sightlines for vehicles exiting the Church Rooms
2) POTTERS LANE ISSUES
A resident of Potters lane had reported a number of Highway issues including poor road surface and potholes and repainting a white line at the junction of Potters lane and Vicarage Lane for safety. County Cllr. K. Taylor had reported the concerns to SCC Highways.
3) FALLEN TREE, EAST CLANDON STREAM
A resident of Maple Road had reported his concerns regarding a fallen tree in the East Clandon Stream which might cause flooding. Guildford Borough had been informed and it was to be viewed as an emergency.
4) UNEVEN ROAD SEND BARNS LANE
A number of residents of Send Barns Lane reported being disturbed by noise  from lorries passing at 6.20am, over a road defect. This was felt to be a Highway issue and it was agreed that it would be reported to SCC Highways. 
5) LORRIES PARKED ON LONDON ROAD
Cllr T.Goldup reported that there was to be a substantial increase in lorries using Slyfield tip due to new arrangements for Refuse disposal in the area. The concern was that there would be more lorries using London Road in the future.
6) MAJOR CHANGES IN RECYCLING
There was information regarding new arrangements for Recycling in the Autumn. It was noted that there was a Road show on 2nd October at Ripley.


	SPC 048/09
SPC 049/09

SPC

050/09


	HEATHFIELD
Cllr M. Bruton reported on the meeting held on 11th July at Heathfield to discuss having cattle grazing for 2 short periods of time during the year. The meeting was lead by C Cllr K.Taylor with Bor.Cllr T. Patrick, Mr. B. Parnell from GBC, Mr K. Boulnois from Snakey Lane Nature Area and a lecturer from Merrist Wood who brought 2 cows. About 20 residents attended, 3 Send Parish Cllrs and the Parish Clerk.
The reasons for having cows were explained which were to encourage more wildlife and grasses and to manage the area better.

Concerns were raised about the height and nature of the proposed fencing, protection of the balancing pond,safety of cattle, interaction with dog walkers, health and safty for children and vandalism. Mr.Parnell answered the queries, a number voiced support for the scheme and it was stated that the area to be fenced was still negociable.
It was decided that three plans would be put forward to residents and that comments on these proposals would be passed to the Parish Council.

Since the meeting, the heathfield management Committee had circulated a letter asking for support and listing areas where people could be involved.
SEND REFURBISHMENT
Members received and considered the entries for the Design Competition for Send Parade and Recreation Ground (The entries were circulated to Members in the week prior to the Council meeting). The Chairman had tabulated the responses which confirmed that both entries had their own merits. New information now received would also have to be taken into consideration (use of Recreation Ground by Send United and an anticipated large sum of 106 money coming from the Sandfields development).
Agreed:  that the Council should revise the Brief taking into account these new factors and the best parts of both designs, and then have further discussions with the designers in order to make a Masterplan
REPORTS

1. ALLOTMENTS – Cllr H. Turner reported that the footpath next to the allotments was still overgrown. The Clerk explained that Send Parish was lower on the list this time for footpath clearance according to Guildford Borough.

A plum tree had collapsed on the right hand side

Agreed: To contact S. Jamieson to quote for the work  
 2. RECREATION – members received a report on the CCTV, condition of the playground equipment and playground signage. 
a.The CCTV had been repaired and security cages installed so the overall situation was much improved. It was noted that there was a contingency in the budget for such items.
Agreed: To pay the invoice for the work for improving and repairing the CCTV (Cost - £1,515.08)
b.The condition of the playground equipment had been investigated by Cllrs Aldridge and Goldup who reported the costs of repairing or replacing items. On their recommendation, it was 

Agreed: To repair or repaint play equipment up to a cost of £500

It was note that a number of Councillors and the Clerk were attending the SALTEX exhibition of playground equipment in September.

c. The Playground and ballcourt signage had been vandalised again.

Agreed: To continue to replace the signs for safety reasons
3. PLANNING – Members noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view.
(The action taken there was in accordance with delegated authority).
4. CEMETERY – It was noted that the Annual Memorial Inspection was due to take place.

  

	SPC 051/09
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. Members approved the cheques for signing.

2. BUDGET COMPARISON REPORT
Members were pleased to receive a budget comparison report and up to date Bank reconciliation. It was noted that the Council had agreed previously to contribute more to the Lancaster Hall for the use of the Parish Room.

Agreed: To write to the Lancaster Hall Committee and ask them for a revision of their invoices to include a contribution to heating/lighting    
3. TRANSFER OF RESERVE MONIES TO BUILDING SOCIETY BUSINESS BOND
Members received a report on the progress of the transfer of reserve monies into an Abbey Business Bond (as agreed at the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 7th July 2009). The paperwork was to be completed at the end of the Council Meeting.  
4. GRANT AID AND 106 MONIES
Members received and considered recommendations for Grant Aid applications to be submitted by 14th September 2009. 

Agreed: To ask for Grant Aid for items for Send Refurbishment which would be refered to in general terms eg pathways etc
Members noted that at the Council meeting on 21st September 2009 there would be a revision of the 106 ‘Wish List’ and Members would be invited to provide items for approval.


	SPC 052/09
	BUSH LANE
Members received a report on the meeting on the Bush Lane clearance and a quote to level the area after clearance. (The expenditure for clearance had been agreed as one of the 6 projects within the Budget approved at the meeting held on 15th December 08). It was explained that in leasing the area from Surrey County Council, Send had agreed to keep it weed free.

It was proposed by Cllr J. Manktelow and seconded by Cllr N. Oades and

RESOLVED: To accept a quote of £1900 from Medhursts to level the Bush Lane area after clearance. 

	SPC
053/09

	HIGHWAYS
1. Members received and considered a request for extra signage at the Potters Lane/Send Hill junction. The Clerk had contacted SCC Highways and it had been explained that the vegetation had been flayed but it was not considered necessary to install any further signage as the existing signs were already appropriate. It was commented that there were worse sightlines in other areas.

2. There was a report of an incident at the bus stop in Send Road opposite Potters Lane where a vehicle had mounted the pavement, narrowly hitting two people. The issues of obscured bus stops, dirty signage and overgrown vegetation in public places were briefly discussed and Members were asked to provide a list of areas in the Parish that they considered required special attention, to be provided at the September Council Meeting.

3. The following Highways matters were reported: 
a. Asbestos in the London Road stream.

b. The poor state of the kerbs at the Triangle, Send Barns Lane

c. The sign warning of bend from Mays corner in Send Marsh Road was obscured by vegetation. 


	SPC 054/09 
	PUBLICITY
Members considered a recommendation to publicise details of Councillors and Council meetings on noticeboards and the website.
Agreed: To list the Councillors and Council meeting timetable on noticeboards and website but only include the Clerk as a contact on the noticeboards



	SPC 055/09
	COUNCIL MEETING IN AUGUST
Due to the holiday period and in accordance with other Parish Councils it was Agreed: To have no Council Meeting in August unless there was urgent business to consider. All cheques would be signed out of meeting and approved at the next Council meeting on 21st September


The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 p.m.
Date:
  21st September 2009        







J. Manktelow - Chairman
