 SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

  HELD ON MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.45PM 

    IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	*
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
*
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	o
*
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)


Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m:
A resident of the Mays Corner end of Send Barns Lane, brought some concerns regarding the proposed footway/cycleway in that area to the attention of the Council.
The following points were included in the discussion:
1. Some of the houses in this vicinity had very little off-road parking attached to their properties or shared driveways or had 3 or 4 cars owned by the family residing there. Residents had visitors from time to time who had to park somewhere. Parking on the footway was technically illegal, but realistically, if this facility was no longer available and vehicles were parked on the carriageway instead, there could then be a serious problem with traffic flow at an already congested point.   

2. In the proposals, access and exit routes from properties would be across the cycle track. This was considered dangerous for pedestrians and vehicles emerging from driveways and for those using the cycle track. 
Agreed: To write a letter responding by the Consultation deadline 8th January 2010 to SCC Highways explaining the concerns as discussed
	SPC 114/09

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There was an apology for absence from Cllr. C. Roche.

	 SPC
115/09
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr. M. Clover and Cllr. H. Turner declared a personal interest in Item 9.1 on the Agenda as Allotment holders

	SPC
116/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16th November 2009 were amended and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	SPC 117/09
	POLICE  REPORT

Crimes - PCSO K. Holland reported 11 crimes – 7 thefts, 1 burglary, 1 criminal damage and 2 assaults (not local people).
There had been a couple of incidents in Sanger Drive but no patterns of crime.
Youth Club - There was a Send resident who had been involved with another youth- orientated project who was investigating having a similar project in Send. 
    

	SPC
118/09

	 CHAIRMAN’S/CLERK’S REPORT
The Chairman reported attendance at 2 Planning Workshops at Guildford Borough:

1. Planning Enforcement – Some interesting issues were explained regarding Travellers 

2. Green Belt – There was some useful information on the impact of planning applications on the aspect or view of a property with consideration to the Green Belt.

 Members received and considered the Clerk’s report: 
· The Clerk had submitted and passed her first module for WWYC 

· The Clerk had attended the Surrey Branch meeting of the SLCC with a talk by the Surrey Community Foundation which was very helpful regarding private funding in the community

· The war memorial had been vandalised a week after the Remembrance service. (Three posts were broken and the lights stolen) Repairs were underway. 

· Scaffolding had been erected for the Lancaster Hall roofing repairs for work to start before the holiday break. However, as the Clerk reported at the meeting,  due to poor weather, work was to be postponed until 4th January 2010.
· Street lights’ electricity had to be disconnected for the Sandfields development.

· The Saturday Surgery had taken place on 28th November – a concerned resident of Sanger Drive had brought to the attention of the Council, the illegal erection of a fence. The issue was referred to GBC

· Send United were pleased to be using the Recreation ground now and were enjoying using the facilities

· The Crown lifting of trees had been carried out at the Triangle 



	SPC 119/09

	COMMUNICATIONS
1. NEW TREE FOR SENDMARSH GREEN 

1. Les Bowerman had written to report that the RHS had offered a Sorbus Wisley Gold tree (a Rowan) for Sendmarsh Green. A date to plant it would be arranged for the New Year providing everyone was in agreement.

Agreed: To give permission to the RHS to plant a Sorbus Wisley Gold tree on Sendmarsh Green
 2. CHRISTMAS CARDS RECEIVED 
There were Christmas cards from Surrey Community Action, The Mayor of Guildford and the River Wey National Navigation.
3. SEND UNITED    

Send United had requested that another set of Pavilion keys be cut at their cost.

However, it was agreed that at the moment the Council wanted to limit the number of keys in circulation and therefore to deny the request at this time

4. CULTURAL STRATEGY SURVEY
Members noted that GBC Cultural Strategy were asking Parish Councils to provide a list of all new leisure activities /facilities /developments in the area for their reference.

5. RIPLEY VILLAGE HALL

The Ripley Village Hall Development Committee wished to talk to SPC about plans for the hall and the relevance to Send Marsh residents.
Agreed: To invite the Ripley Village Hall Development Committee to talk to Members in a 10 minute slot preceding the next Council Meeting


	SPC 120/09
SPC 121/09


	BUSH LANE
Members received a report on the meeting with Surrey Wildlife Trust on 11th December 2009 and subsequent site meeting  (Members had received the report and recommendations prior to the Council meeting). 
It was noted that that a large amount of holly needed to be removed. 

It was commented that the removal of the large amount of garden waste could prove costly. However, Borough Cllr. T. Patrick advised members of a contact at GBC who would be able to help with this aspect. It was suggested that, on notices which were to be erected, information about GBC disposal facilities for green waste could be included.
The possibility of fencing the area was discussed but it was generally agreed that it was not desirable as this was Common Land.
Following recommendations from Surrey Wildlife Trust, it was concluded that certain action should take place this winter prior to the Spring Survey and nesting season:

AGREED ACTION (as recommended): 

1. The identified holly bushes, bamboo, laurels, snowberries, bramble and garden waste to be removed (supervised by SWT). 
2. The Cleared area to be left untouched.

3. The Clerk to contact SWT Frances Halstead who would help erect notices, and organise local residents in a work party to carry out the work.

4. A public meeting to be arranged with residents of the area, the Parish Council and SWT to explain what was needed and to organise the work party to carry out the work.
TREE SURVEY
Members had received the draft Send Parish Tree Survey prior to the meeting. Any urgent action required had been noted (for example overhanging branches on pathways and roads). SCC would be advised of any trees that were their responsibility.
It was noted that tree surgery expenditure had been budgeted for. 

AGREED ACTION: To obtain quotes from Tree Surgeons for the required tree surgery to present for approval at the next Council Meeting

Cllr. J. Aldridge was thanked for all his work in arranging and preparing for the survey


	SPC 122/09
	SEND REFURBISHMENT
Members received a report on the meeting held on 7th December with the Designers. A scheme was now being prepared for planting at the Parade to present to SCC Highways and Parish Council approval in January.

The Send Rec. play equipment questionaire asking for the public’s views was in the Ripley and Send Matters and on the village website. The deadline for responses, 15th January 2010 was also mentioned in the St Bede’s School newsletter.  



	SPC 123/09
	REPORTS
1. ALLOTMENTS – The Clerk reported that the tenants of the untended plots which had caused concern had decided to terminate their tenancies. New and enthusiastic tenants had now taken on the plots.  
2. PLANNING – Members noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view.

(The action taken there was in accordance with delegated authority)



	SPC 124/09
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. CHEQUES AND BANK RECONCILIATION 

Members approved the cheques for signing and up to date Bank Reconciliation.
2. FINANCE MEETING  

a. Members received a report on the Financial Strategy and Systems Review Steering Group meeting held on 7th December 2009 (Report attached to Record Minutes).

Cllr. H. Turner explained that it was a bold strategy, not only for the next year but also incorporating a plan for the forthcoming five years. The FSSRSG was not only looking at the services already provided but into increasing the provision. The plan included a reduction in the Precept, provision of the necessary budget  for major projects such as new play equipment for the Recreation Ground, the Lancaster Hall roof repairs and tree Surgery and an allowance for the possible project of acquiring a public toilet.

Members received a number of recommendations from the FSSRSG:

APPROVED: a. The Financial Strategy for 2010/15

                      b. Revised Estimates for 2009/10

                      c. The Budget for 2010/11

                      d.The Precept requirement for 2010/11 at £40,000 as agreed
The Chairman thanked Cllr. H. Turner for all his hard work in preparing the Budget and leading the Financial Work of the Council.
3. ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING IN SEND  

The Clerk reported investigations into possible sites for parking facilities in Tannery Lane. It was agreed that GBC would be consulted for advice on these sites. 

It was noted that there was no further information on the future use of the RC Church site at Mays Corner 

4. PUBLIC TOILET/SURREY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUNDING
A preliminary investigation had been made into the possibility of attaching a toilet to the kitchen end of the Pavilion. It was commented that a toilet was an important issue for the public but suggested that one of the nearby shops may be able to provide this facility instead. This scheme had been used in other areas with success. It was agreed that this should be investigated.
The Clerk distributed leaflets on the Surrey Community Foundation which helped private donors within a community to provide funds for local projects. It was commented that the Fund could be set up for a project such as the installation of a public toilet in Send.
RESOLVED: To set up a Community Fund for Send through the Surrey Community Foundation 

	
	

	SPC 125/09 
SPC 126/09

SPC 127/09

SPC 128/09
	BUS SERVICES IN SEND
Members received and considered a recommendation to make a representation supporting the retention and extension of the Send bus services (a review of bus services was currently being considered by the local Passenger and Transport Assembly).

It was commented that a large number of people particularly Senior Citizens used the bus services in Send, therefore it was important to repond to the consultation. The upper age level of the village was increasing and for some it was their only means of transport. The following buses were timetabled to go through or pass the outskirts of Send: 463 462 602 and 515
 Agreed:  This item should be on the Agenda at the next Council Meeting when a letter would be sent in response to the consultation and an address provided for individual residents to send in their views.
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS

The Chairman thanked Cllr. M. Clover for organising and putting up the Christmas lights in Send which were looking very bright and cheerful. It was agreed that a letter would be written to Mr. Vinnie Broomer also to thank him. 
Cllr. M. Clover reported that it had taken a day to put them up but he was pleased with the result. The new Astolet café was to be commended for their help and cooperation in the project. Now that the lights were on a timer, the display would be better coordinated and would provide an easier task in future years. It was noted that LED bulbs were used to be eco-friendly and good quality trees had been purchased from Clandon this year.

Several extra shops and businesses wanted to participate this year and it was hoped to include everyone in future years.

It was noted that Send and Ripley Rotary Club had donated £100 to the lights this year.

AGREED: To write to Astolet Café owners, Vinnie Broomer and the Rotary Club to thank them for their contributions to the project 

WEBSITE

The Clerk reported that the website had been revamped but there was still a large amount of updating to do. Cllr. C. Roche had been working hard to improve the site but as her baby was due, would have less time available. The Clerk therefore was asking for the Council to agree that a new member join the team. Linda Parker-Picken had helped on the original project and was willing to become involved again.   

AGREED: To appoint Linda Parker-Picken to help manage the village website

It was reported that Cllr. C. Roche was working on an idea for a new logo for Send Parish Council. It was commented that any idea should be presented for public view before a decision was made.

HIGHWAYS

1. O LICENCE OPERATORS AND AMENDMENT TO THE GOODS VEHICLE ACT 


Members received a report on the O licence operators and recommendation to support  an amendment to the Goods Vehicle Act to include Parish Councils as statuary objectors. If the amendment was agreed by Government, then Parish Councils would be notified of applications for licences within the parishes in order to object. Other considerations such as environmental nuisance cause by HGVs and traffic pollution would also be included in the decision to approve licences by the Traffic Commissioner. 

RESOLVED: To support the amendment to the Goods Vehicle Act
2. OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS

The following matters for concern were reported (to report to SCC Highways): 

1) The grit bin was empty at Stringhams Copse.

2) There was water pouring out between St. Marys Church and Sendholme

Bor. Cllr. T. Patrick had organised a further sweep of Sandy Lane as requested.

	SPC 129/09
	‘BRIGHTEN SEND AND TIDY IT UP’
Members received an update on the progress of the project. Responses had been coming in from Send organisations participating. There was a considerable support for the Swap shop on 20th March from Guildford Borough who were funding and helping manage the day. The Clerk explained that no money changed hands, it was simply an opportunity to give away unwanted items and to recycle their use (Members viewed the flier that was to be sent to every household).


	SPC 130/09
	FUTURE DATES

Members were asked to agree a timetable of Council Meetings for 2010 and a date for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

AGREED: Parish Council Meetings to take place on the third Monday of the month in 2010. The Annual Parish Meeting to take place on 14th May 2010



      Members noted the date of the next Council meeting – 18th January 2010 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 p.m.

Date:                                                Chairman:

