SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

  HELD ON MONDAY 16th November 2009 AT 7.45PM 

    IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow     
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	*
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
*
	Cllr J Harris

Cllr N Oades
	

	o
o
	Cllr C Roche

Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)




TALK – VOLUNTEER IN SURREY

Prior to the Council meeting, Mr. Nigel Smallbone from Volunteer in Surrey gave a short talk on opportunities for volunteering in the area. He explained that there was a huge range of opportunities in the area which varied from ‘face to face’ volunteering to working ‘behind the scenes’. The organisation was always available to help coordinate between those who needed help and volunteers. For example if an organisation in the village needed a volunteer to help run it, VIS would find a suitable person to fill the role. Funding was available from a number of sources and workshops were run on this subject. There was networking with other organisations for example the YMCA for youth work. It was suggested that VIS might be able to help with the Send Youth Club leadership.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Smallbone for a very interesting and informative talk. 
Members of the public were invited to express a view or ask any questions of  the Council between 7.45pm and 8.00 p.m.
Mr. Creasey asked about the speed signs. It was explained that they had been removed for refurbishment and battery replacement and would be returned soon.

Large lorries had been mounting the pavement at ‘McColls’ shop and damaging the footway. Heavy tail lifts during deliveries were also causing damage. A member of the public had tripped on the area.

Agreed action: The Clerk to write to McColls to ask for their programme of repairs.

It was noted that the bins on the parade area had also been damaged.
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. C. Roche and Cllr. H. Turner, Borough Cllr. T. Patrick and County and Borough Cllr. K. Taylor.


	 SPC
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	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr. M. Clover declared a personal interest in Item 11.1 on the Agenda as an Allotment holder


	SPC
102/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th October 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
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	POLICE AND YOUTH CLUB REPORT

1. POLICE
PCSO K. Holland reported 6 crimes – 3 thefts, 1 burglary (garage) and 2 criminal damages (fences).
There had been a couple of incidents in Sanger Drive but no patterns of crime.

A Member of the Public reported noticing activity in Heath Drive at 10.45pm recently but nothing had been formally reported. PCSO Holland advised that the public should report incidents at the time of the event otherwise the police could not give a correct response. 
2. YOUTH CLUB

It was confirmed that the role of the Rural Community Support Warden no longer existed due to budget cuts. Therefore, Bruce Paterson would not be available to continue with the work. It was yet to be established what the future of the Youth Club was to be but it was commented that it had appeared to be no longer a necessity. Fewer young people were seen ‘hanging around’  in the village; this may have been due to some of the group now having cars.
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	 CLERK’S REPORT
Members received and considered the Clerk’s report: 
· The Heathfield clearance and fencing work had started in preparation for grazing of the area on 21st October 2009. 

· The Clerk had attended an introduction to CILCA training for Clerks at Witley. 

· There had been 2 site meetings regarding moving the bus shelter at Mays Corner to a location in front of the offices in Send Road. Various licences now needed to be obtained by the contactors, checks on utilities in the area and residents advised before proceeding. At the site meeting, the Clerk, Cllrs. Aldridge and Goldup discussed the possibilities of improving the bus stop facilities throughout the Parish – this was to be investigated.

· The war memorial area had been cleared up and the lighting installed in preparation for the Remembrance Service held on 8th November. (The lighting was on a timer to come on at 4.30p.m. and off at midnight).

· The Civic Remembrance service had been attended by the Vice Chairman on 8th November.

· The Clerk had been receiving details of the utilities in the area to be planted by the Parade of shops before submitting the proposal to SCC Highways. The Clerk was hoping to meet with the designers to update them on the current status of the Refurbishment project.

· The new recycling programme had started and the Clerk had received a number of queries.

· GBC had provided maps to confirm the location of ditches and drains in the area. 

· Letters had been sent to all Send organisations regarding BEST week next March – organised by Linda PP. Replies specifying what organisations were planning to do for the week were being received at the Parish Office.

· The new Litter picker was to be provided with equipment to start work soon.

· The Clerk was to start the practice of getting the Draft Council Minutes out to Councillors the day after the Council Meeting.  

SEND REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE

The Send Remembrance service had been attended by the Chairman, Cllr. Bruton, Cllr.Oades and the Clerk. 

The Chairman gave a report on the occasion which had increased in significance this year due to the conflict in Afganistan. It was noted that Rev. Tony Shutt had wanted to raise the profile of the service this year and he with Lorraine Jones from the Royal British Legion, had taken it on. Between them they had made a dramatic difference. There was a march by the uniformed organisations through Send and a very well-attended service at the Lancaster Hall. This had set a precedent now for future years.

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS

Cllr. Mark Clover had started to organise this year’s Christmas tree lights for the village. Cllr. Clover explained that the plan was to have outside sockets at Send Parade this year so as not to inconvenience the flat owners. This would be a one off expense and would enable the lights to come in unison. A more satisfactory supplier had been found for the trees but prices had increased, therefore the overall cost for the project was estimated at around £560. (It was noted that the Council had budgeted £300 already towards the project).

The Rotary Club had kindly donated funds in previous years therefore it was

Agreed: To ask the Rotary Club if they would consider a contribution to the Send Christmas Lights for 2009
Cllr. Clover asked if any Members who were available could help him put the trees up in time for the beginning of December. Cllr. T. Goldup agreed to help.    
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	COMMUNICATIONS
1. NEW TREE FOR SENDMARSH GREEN 

Les Bowerman had written to report that the RHS had offered to donate a tree for Send Marsh Green and supervise the planting. This would be carried out by the end of the calendar year.

Members noted that a rowan tree on the Green also had dead wood in it and required attention. This was to be investigated further.
2. CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL BRITAIN

There was a publication for Campaign to Protect Rural Britain to view. 

3. CHANNEL 5 FILMING IN SEND 

Channel 5 had been filming for a TV programme at a property in Sandfields and had taken some views across the Recreation Ground. 

It was noted that there had been filming at the site of the Catholic Church.
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	BUSH LANE
Members received and considered a report on the Badger Survey provided by Surrey Wildlife Trust and a discussion paper presented by Cllr. J. Aldridge in order to agree action.
BADGER SURVEY

The survey found four holes of burrowing animals but no sign of badgers. There was a considerable amount of invasive species including bamboo and holly. It was recommended that some holly should be retained for berries and some bramble for the wildlife needs. It was evident that the garden waste dumped in the area had caused non indigenous species to invade the site and it was recommended that the dumping was discontinued and helpful if any waste was removed from the site. Surrey Wildlife Trust recommended that with some careful management of the site, it could be improved for wildlife, whilst maintaining access and enjoyment for the public.
PROPOSALS

Members viewed a map and studied the open areas particularly those which were likely to become waterlogged in winter. As recommended by the Wildlife Trust these could be left to regenerate.
Suggestions were made to connect the woodland footpaths.

It was recommended a cutting back 6 metres to the south of the School.

ACTION PLAN

Cleared area: A plan was suggested to meet with Surrey Wildlife Trust and to agree areas to regenerate and their treatment. This could include smoothing the surface in places and rough cutting to create paths. Wisley Gardens could be approached for advice on grasses. Proposals could be issued to residents in conjunction with the Wildlife Trust and then the work carried out as recommended before the nesting season.

Uncleared area: Any work to the uncleared area would need to be delayed until the agreed Botanical Survey in Spring next year.

Members discussed the proposals and plan of action. Concerns included:

1.The denseness of the uncleared area which was was not considered suitable for children to play in at the moment 
2. The evidence of a large amount of garden refuse and illegal flytipping which had accumulated in the area (proved to be a cause of invasive species as identified by the Wildlife Trust – this needed to be discontinued).

3. The garden waste could problems with fires which could smoulder unnoticed for a long time.

AGREED ACTION: To meet with the Wildlife Trust and agree areas for regeneration and their treatment in the Cleared area

To delay any work to the Uncleared area until after the Botanical survey by the Wildlife Trust in the Spring  
WORK OF ART
Members received and considered the following plan from Guildford Borough:
09/P/01709 Corner of land opposite 108/110 Send Road

Erection of a Sculpture of a Blacksmith

It was noted that this had been discussed at previous Council Meetings.

RESOLVED: There was no objection to the erection of the Sculpture of a Blacksmith on the corner of land opposite 108/110 Send Road 
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	LANCASTER HALL

Members received a report from Mr. Vince Locatelli regarding obtaining of quotes for the repair of the Lancaster Hall roof. Five roofing companies had been contacted and 3 had provided quotes by the deadline 16th November.
Members asked about whether a temporary roof covering would be required and Mr. Locatelli explained that this would not be necessary and very costly. The work would take a month to complete and it was hoped would not disrupt the activities taking place at the hall The Lancaster Hall Committee would be carrying out its own risk assessment for safety reasons.

Recommendations:

1.To accept the quote for the company which had provided the lowest fee but had advised that the interior ceiling was unlikely to be affected by the roof repairs (a separate quote was provided for work to the interior if this had to be carried out at a later date).

2. To agree to increase the Grant by the Council by £1457.50. (It was noted that Council had already budgeted a Grant of £20k towards the roof repair). 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote, on recommendation of the Lancaster Hall Committee, for repair of the Lancaster Hall roof 

To increase the amount of the Grant to the Lancaster Hall for roof repairs by £1457.50
The Chairman thanked Mr. Locatelli for all the hard work he had put into obtaining the quotes, on behalf of the Council, for the project. 
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	TREE SURVEY

Members received a report on a meeting held to discuss the preparation of a detailed survey of trees on Parish land under the responsibility of the Council.
The last one was completed in 2000. It was noted that the Council carried out an annual risk assessment on the trees but now considered qualified advice advisable. The fee quoted was within the Council budget for this year.
If approved the tree survey report would be completed in time for the next Council meeting with recommendations for the tree surgery required.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Aldridge and seconded by Cllr. T. Goldup and 

RESOLVED: That the recommended company carry out a tree survey at the fee of £1375.00+VAT 

REPORTS

1. ALLOTMENTS – The Clerk reported that letters had been sent to tenants who had proved to have constantly untended plots and therefore were breaching the conditions of tenancy. As a result, one tenant had decided to relinguish her plot. As there were a number on the waiting list and the growing season was about to commence it was

Agreed: That any tenants with untended plots should be given a deadline of a month to improve their plots or terminate their tenancy 
2. PLANNING – Members noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view.

(The action taken there was in accordance with delegated authority)

3. RECREATION GROUND

a. Send United - Members received a report on Send United’s use of the Recreation ground. Letters had been sent to residents informing them of the schedule. Pitches had been marked by Guildford Borough, goal posts moved and the training had begun on Saturday mornings despite the weather.

Cllr. T. Goldup reported that the Rec. goal posts were in a rusty condition and may need replacing in the future. This was to be investigated for the Budget.

b. Repairs – It was reported that the Playground equipment had been repaired (The ramp and side boards). The 3 way rocker still needed attention. 
4. CEMETERY

The Clerk reported that the Flytipping at the entrance to the footpath by the cemetery had been reported and the refuse removed.
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	FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. CHEQUES AND BANK RECONCILIATION 

Members approved the cheques for signing and up to date Bank Reconciliation.
2. AMENDMENT TO FINANCIAL REGULATION AND STANDING ORDER 

 Members received a proposal to amend Financial Regulation 5.3 and Standing Order30 to reduce the number of signatories on cheques to 2 (As this required changing of a SO (SO No. 52 b) the resolution was proposed and seconded and stood adjourned without discussion at the previous Council meeting)
It was proposed by Cllr. H. Turner and seconded by Cllr. N. Oades and
RESOLVED: To amend Financial Regulation 5.3 and Standing Order 30 to reduce the number of signatories on cheques from 3 to 2 
3. FINANCE MEETING  

a. Members received and considered a report on the Financial Strategy and Systems Review Steering Group meeting held on 9th November 2009. 

Various issues had been discussed such as increasing service provision for Send, the quotes for contractors, Lancaster Hall roofing costs, Refurbishment of Send project, tree surgery, car parking, public toilets, cemetery fees, bus shelters and memorial ligting works. It was agreed that it was a correct record of the meeting.

It was noted that the next meeting was to be held on 7th December 2009.  
b. Contractors for 2009/10

Members received and considered acceptance of  a number of competitive quotes from contractors as required (Financial Reg. 11, Standing Order 50), and on recommendation from the Finance Steering group, it was 

RESOLVED: To accept a quote (lowest) for 2010/11 for Grasscutting of the Recreation Ground, Send Marsh Green and Woodhill Triangle  at £180 per cut(15 cuts per year)  

To write to the current contractors (quote at £322.40 a cut) thanking them for their good service over the years

RESOLVED: To accept a quote for 2010/11 from the current contractor for Cemetery maintenance at £6991.44 per annum (although not the lowest quote received, the contractor was known to be of a high standard and reliable) (Standing Order 50d)
RESOLVED: To accept a quote for Street Light Maintenance from the current contractors at £2869.60 per annum (although other quotes were sought no other firms competed) and to agree a 3 year contract (2010-2013) (cost per annum same as charges for 2009/10)
RESOLVED: To accept a quote for 2010/11 for Pest Control at £357 per annum 
c. Trees at the Triangle
Members received a quote to crown lift the trees at the Woodhill Triangle and a some small trees opposite Kevin Drive.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Goldup and seconded by Cllr. N. Oades and

RESOLVED: To accept a quote for £170 to crown lift the trees at Woodhill Triangle and opposite Kevan Drive
d. War Memorial Lighting

Members received a quote for the War Memorial Lighting

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Goldup and seconded by Cllr. M. Clover and 

RESOLVED: To accept a quote for the War Memorial Lighting of £167 
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	HIGHWAYS
1. Members received an update on previous Highway matters:

a. The dip in Polesden Lane opposite Danesfield was being investigated.

b. The footpath at the end of Burnt Common Lane was being investigated.

c. The Community gang were to trim the trees outside Fieldfares.

d. The monkey puzzle tree planted on Clandon Road was being investigated. It was suggested that a letter was written to the owner of the property. The Clerk was to check whether Highways were authorising this.

2. Installation of Playground signs at Maple Road  
It was explained that for safety reasons it had been recommended that the Council install safety signs at Maple Road warning of the Playground.

RESOLVED: To accept a quote for £167.43 to install Playground signs at Maple Road/Linden Road warning of the playground
3. Other Highway Issues 
a. It was suggested that there should be another Playground warning sign in Send Road.

b. It was noted that the Pyrford Road was closed for 8 weeks and this was causing more traffic to pass through the village.

c. A large amount of building rubble had been dumped on a Right of Way in front of the property ‘The Thatched Cottage’ at Burnt Common – to be reported.
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	DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 


      Members noted the date of the next Council meeting – 21st December 2009 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12 p.m.
Date:                                                Chairman:
