 SEND PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

  HELD ON MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.45PM 

    IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL

	*
	Cllr J Manktelow
	(Chairman)      

	*
*
	Cllr J Aldridge
Cllr M Bruton
	(Vice-Chairman)

	o
	Cllr M Clover
	

	*
	Cllr T Goldup
	

	*
o
	Cllr J Harris
Cllr N Oades
	

	o
*
	Cllr C Roche
Cllr H Turner
	

	
	
	

	*
	Present

	o
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	Officers Present: 

	Mrs D. Hurdle (Parish Clerk)



	SPC 068/09

	As Vice Chairman, Cllr J Manktelow chaired the first part of the meeting prior to the Election of the New Chairman and Vice Chairman (Items 3 – 6 on the Agenda). 

Members of the public were invited to address the Council between 7.45 and 8.00 p.m. 

Three residents were present to hear the report from the Wildlife Trust on the Bush Lane Clearance (Agenda item 15) and kindly offered to help in any remedial work that was required in the area, for which they were thanked. A copy of a letter was read out (this letter was written by P Powell to those residents who had suggested proposals to the Parish Council on the next steps in the matter). The letter advised that nothing should be done until the Surrey Wildlife Trust had carried out the survey. It expressed the view that the area should remain a natural environment and not be like a park and requested that people stopped dumping their garden refuse into the woodland perimeter. A petition with 40 signatories in support of the letter was presented to the Parish Council. Ms Powell was thanked for taking time to attend the meeting.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. M. Clover, Cllr. N. Oades, 

Cllr. C. Roche and County and Borough Cllr. K. Taylor and Bor. Cllr. T. Patrick 

	 SPC
069/09
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

	
	Cllr M Bruton declared a personal interest in Item 11 on the Agenda (Heathfield) as a resident of Sanger Drive.

Cllr T Goldup declared a personal interest in Item 15 (Bush Lane) as he knew the contractor on a social basis

Cllr H Turner declared a personal interest in Item 13.1 as an Allotment holder.


	SPC 070/09
	ELECTION OF NEW CHAIRMAN

Cllr J Manktelow was proposed by Cllr J Aldridge and seconded by Cllr T Goldup. There were no other nominations. Cllr J Manktelow was unanimously elected Chairman of Send Parish Council.



	SPC 071/09
	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

As the Chairman of Send Parish Council, Cllr J Manktelow signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 



	SPC 072/09
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Cllr J Aldridge was proposed by Cllr T Goldup and seconded by

 Cllr M Bruton. There were no other nominations. Cllr J Aldridge was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman of Send Parish Council.



	SPC 073/09
	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

As the Vice-Chairman of Send Parish Council, Cllr J Aldridge signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.



	SPC
074/09
	MINUTES

	
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20th July 2009 and the Council Meeting held on 17th August 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


	SPC 075/09
	POLICE AND YOUTH CLUB REPORT

1. POLICE
PCSO K. Holland reported 14 crimes – the details were to be provided at a later date. There had been a rise in the number of cycle thefts.
The Police, along with GBC and Highways had been working with the Send Scouts regarding new criteria for a road closure for the Send Marsh bonfire. Safety was considered of first importance at this major fundraising event.

2. YOUTH CLUB
It was reported that the CRB checks for leaders were being carried out  Bruce Paterson, Rural Support Warden hoped to be continually involved in the club.
   

	SPC
076/09

	 CLERK’S REPORT
Members received and considered the Clerk’s report: 
· Website (27 August) – The Clerk met with Cllr C. Roche and looked at the Website to identify what needed to be improved. There was contact with Budget Websites to discuss further.

· Working for your Council Course and Playsafety Course – the Clerk attended several discussion groups and would be submitting completed modules soon. The SLCC playsafety course gave information and help to the Clerk regarding inspection of Play Equipment.

· All Council Risk Assessments had been carried out as required

· The Rural Community Safety Warden Scheme was to be reassessed in October. The Clerk completed a form on behalf of the Council explaining the help Bruce Paterson had been to Send.

· The Grant Aid application had been submitted – £4999 (50% of cost) for Outdoor exercise equipment for Adults or children for the Rec. (This could be changed during the year)

· Cllr. J. Manktelow was to attend 3 Planning training sessions in Oct. and Nov. at GBC

· New Cllrs were unable to attend the New Councillors course in September but hoped to attend a course in the future.

· Mr. F. Smith made the Clerk aware of his correspondence with owners of properties at the Triangle who in his opinion have dead trees or dangerous branches 

· In response to Mr. J. Creasey’s concerns about Hanson’s vehicles causing disturbance outside his house early morning, the Clerk had spoken to Hansons who were trying to get their drivers to redirect their trucks from that route

· The Clerk was to begin training to use the Epitaph Computer programme for the Cemetery 

· Lloyds bank had discontinued the service of returning cheques after payment

· The Clerk was to attend the Parish Liaison meeting at GBC on 18th September    



	SPC 077/09

	COMMUNICATIONS
1. SERVICE FOR THE JUDICIARY 

The Clerk and Chairman were invited to a Service in Guildford for the Judiciary on Friday 9th October  
Agreed: To send apologies for absence
2. SCAPT AND SURREY COMMUNITY ACTION AGM
The Clerk and Councillors were invited to the joint AGM on 6th October 2009
Agreed: The Clerk to attend

3. SEND 1ST (ST. MARY’S) SCOUTS ANNUAL BONFIRE  
St. Mary’s Scouts were asking  permission to use Sendmarsh Green for the Annual Bonfire
Agreed: To give permission to Send 1st (St. Mary’s) Scout Group to use Send Marsh Green for the Annual bonfire on 7th November 2009
4. CIRCUS APPLICATION
Members received and considered an application by a company wishing to present a small, all human circus in the village. Members agreed that there was not a suitable site in Send which could accommodate the big top and the accompanying vehicles but that Ripley might be interested. 
5. BONFIRES AT THE ALLOTMENTS
There was a letter from a resident of Danesfield regarding smoke and odours from bonfires on the allotments behind Danesfield houses. In view of the discomfort it was causing to her and her young children, the resident was requesting that the Council reviewed the practice of burning on the allotments to adopt  ‘more healthy, environmentally and resident friendly measures for disposing of garden waste’. 
It was noted that the Clerk had posted a large temporary notice at the allotments requesting tenants to be considerate to neighbours.

Agreed: a.To advise the Allotments Liaison Group to inform tenants of the situation and ask for their consideration 
b. For the Clerk to seek further advice on the matter
6. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE TO NOTE 
a) The owner of Sendholme, Potters Lane was having a Forestry Commission investigation of some of the conditions of old oaks on site.
b) Applications from Councillors who wished to have a copy of the Electoral role were to be in 5 October – there were strict guidelines for those applying.
c) The Clerk was to attend a Clerks’ networking day on 28th September.
d) A copy of the proposals for the pedestrian crossing outside Send First School were available for the public to view.

e) Send Help was to have their AGM on 17th October at 12.45 pm. Cllr J Aldridge and the Clerk were attending
f) A copy of a letter to Surrey CC, sent by a resident of Send Road regarding overgrown vegetation and dead branches near his property, was noted.


	SPC 078/09
SPC 079/09

SPC

080/09


	HEATHFIELD
The Clerk reported attendance at the Heathfield Committee meeting. The results of the consultation were yet to be officially publicised but it was reported that the majority approved of the grazing on the area as proposed. 
Many details still needed to be worked out and the residents informed of the outcome of the consultation before the project could proceed.

SEND REFURBISHMENT
Prior to the Council Meeting Members had received a report on the visit to the SALTEX exhibition. Four Play equipment companies were to contact the Clerk to arrange a site visit and discuss their products.The type of equipment being considered was for the age group 6 years upwards. It was suggested that a long term plan was needed when considering a ‘shopping list’ because of the timetable of funding (eg when 106 monies were available etc).

 SEND UNITED FOOTBALL
Members discussed some of the arrangements for Send United football club’s younger age groups use of the Recreation Ground. There were concerns about whether the ground would be suitable, storage of equipment, and parking problems etc. It was agreed to investigate all these matters further.
REPORTS

1. ALLOTMENTS – There was one new tenant. The Allotments Liaison Group were still seeking to fill the one vacancy in the group. There were a small number of untidy plots which were causing concern.
Agreed: To write to Tenants of overgrown plots to remind them of the Agreement conditions and advise them to tidy their plots
2. RECREATION – There was nothing further to report this month
3. PLANNING – Members noted that the comments from the Planning Committee on current planning applications were available to view.
(The action taken there was in accordance with delegated authority).
4. CEMETERY – Members received a report on the Annual Memorial Inspection There were six memorials which were deemed unsafe and required refixing to current NAMM standards. Cllr. J. Aldridge explained the difficulties of tracing the relatives of older graves in order to have the memorials repaired and proposed that as this work was required for safety reasons, it would be advisable to carry it out if no contact could be made with relatives
RESOLVED: To fund repairs (from the cemetery funds) for the 6 Memorials if necessary
  

	SPC 081/09
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. Members approved the cheques for signing.

2. The current Bank Reconciliation Statement was received. This was to be provided monthly in the future for Members. The Clerk was thanked for her work in establishing this practice now.
3. The Interim Internal Auditor’s report was received (to be discussed at the next Finance meeting). It was noted that a number of issues had been addressed since the previous report.
4. Members considered amendments to the 106 ‘Wish List’ application to be submitted by 30th September. 
Agreed: Updates to the 106 ‘Wish List’ (mainly deletions – projects completed).
5. A recommendation was received to register under the Data Protection Act with regard to information held by the Council on the Cemetery. (Currently all Council papers were accessible under the Freedom of Information Act). 
RESOLVED: To register for Data Protection at the annual fee of £35 


	SPC 082/09
	BUSH LANE
Members received the report from the Wildlife Trust and its recommendations which advised a Badger Survey for Mid October and suggested that the Council considered  construction of a Management Plan for the future (this could be provided by the Wildlife Trust)
Agreed action: 1. To proceed with the Badger Survey

2. To clarify the costs of a Management plan with the Wildlife Trust

3. To display the report on the Parish Council Noticeboards and inform all those on the Bush Lane email group that it was on display

4. To agree further action once the results of the Badger Survey had been received

	SPC
083/09

	HIGHWAYS
Members had been allocated areas in the Parish and provided detailed lists of various issues which in their opinion required attention including obstructions to pavements and verges, bus stops and shelters and other Highway matters.

Agreed: To notify SCC Highways or other relevant services of issues

 

	SPC 084/09 
	TIMETABLE FOR WORKING GROUPS 
Members agreed a timetable for Working Groups to meet.


	SPC 085/09
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
1. The date for the next Brighten Send and Tidy it up week, 20th – 27th March 2010 was noted.
2. The date for the next Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 26th September was noted. 


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.36 p.m.
Date:
          
                          Chairman:







